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EOAED OF COUNCILMEN, 



JANUARY 6, 1854. 



The following annual report of the City Inspector, for 
the year 1863, was received, laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

C. T. McCLENACHAN, Clerk. 



City Inspector'^ Office, ) 
New York, January, 1854. f 

To the Honorable the Common Council: 

The provisions of *' an ordinance organizing the De- 
partments of the Municipal Government of the city of 
New York," section 398, render it incumbent on me to 
transmit to the Common Council the usual Annual Report 
of the affairs and transactions incident to this office, com- 
prising a full statement of the extent of mortality during 
the past year, with the sexes, ages, colors, and diseases of 
the deceased, as obtained from the certificates of death ; 
in pursuance thereof, I respectfully submit for your in- 
spection, the following tables, statements, comparative 
estimates and suggestions, constituting the Official Record 
for the year 1853 . 
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Tlje arrangement of the proceedings gathered for exhi- 
bition, both detailed and summary, is presented in the fol- 
lowing Tiew, embracing an exceedingly full representation 
of relevant statistics. 

First — A statement of the total number of deaths re- 
ported to this Department during the year — Siill-born, 
Premature Births, Casulties, and other external causes, 
Tiewed exceptionally, with the proportions of sexes, 
colors, &c. 

Second — The returns of the year, arranged to show the 
number of deaths in each month, and also the proportion 
of males, females, adults and children, 

Third—A table showing the places of nativity of the 
deceased, duriug each month of the year. 

Fourth — A statement exhibiting' the mortality in the 
several PubliO" Institutions, as occurring in each month of 
the year. 

Fifth — A table of the deceased colored persons, the num- 
bers exhibited monthly during the year. 

Sixth — A comprehensive statement of the external causes 
of death, giving the numbers, sexes aud mouthly divisions 
for the year . 

Seventh — Tabular statements of the monthly mortality 
for the first half of the year, containing the various causes, 
sexes and ages. 

Eighth — Semi-annual recapitulation for . the first- six 
months of the year, showing the aggregate from every 
cause, with sexes and ages, 

JVintk — Semi-annual recapitulation for the same period, 
in monthly divisions of the numbers, with sexes and ages. 
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Tenth — Improved continuous statements of the monthly 
mortality for the last half of the year, reducing a portion 
of the decennial divisions of ages to quinquennial periods, 
and showing the sexes under each. 

Eleventh — Semi-annual recapitulation for the last six 
months of the year, showing the aggregate from every 
cause, with sexes and ages. 

Twelfth — Semi-annual recapitulation for the same period, 
in monthly divisions, of the numbers, with sexes and ages. 

Thirteenth — Annual recapitulation, exhibiting diseases 
and sexes of each half year, with the general yearly total, 
arranged in classes and orders relative to the functional 
invasion of the various reported diseases. 

Fmcrteenth — Recapitulation of the total monthly returns 
of deaths for the year, with sexes and ages. 

Fifteenth — Table of the mortality in each ward, for the 
last six months of the year. 

Sixteenth — Table of the Births, since the action of the 
Registry Law — 1st of July last — with the sexes and 
colors. 

Seve7iteenth~T2A)le of the Marriages, for the same period, 
with the conditions, sexes, ages and colors. 

Eighteenth — Meteorological Register for the year. 

JVineteenth — Semi-centennial table of the recorded deaths 
in the city of New York, dating from the 1st of January, 
1804, and including the present report. 

Twentieth — ^Remarks and comparative statements, form- 
ing a brief review of the presented statistics. 
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GENEBAL SUMMAET. 

Total number of deaths reported for in- 
terment during 1853 22,702 

Deduct the number of Stillborn 1,575 

" Premature Births 355 

1,930 

" " " from Malformation {varioits) . . 97 

" " Old age 175 

2,202 



Leaves the number of deaths occuring from dis- 
ease and casualties 20,500 

Deduction made of the number of deaths from 
various Casualties^ Suicides, &c., as per table of 
" External causes,^^ amounting in all to 1,025 

Leaves remainder to represent the total number of 
deaths from disease alone, amounting to 19,475 

The divisions of the total number, appear thus : 

The total number of whites reported .... 22,225 

" " " " blacks " .... 477 

22,702 

The number of male adults is 4,473 

" " children is 7,757 

Total males 12,230 

The number of female adults is 3,651 

" " children is 6,821 

Total females 10,472 

The total number of adults is. 8,124 

" children is 14,578 

22,702 



U U ({ 



23 



(Doc. No. 2. 



V. 



MONTHLY RETURNS: 

DIVISION INTO MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, AND GIRLS. 



MONTHS. 



January . . . 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

' June 

July 

August . . . . 
tSeptember. 
Ootober... 
November . 
December. . 
Totals. 



MEN. 


wom'n 


292 


290 


267 


326 


3<i3 


307 


314 


274 


308 


271 


369 


291 


362 


300 


686 


376 


392 


274 


410 


334 


339 


275 


397 


333 


4473 


3661 



BOYS. 



579 
581 
642 
534 
545 
645 
838 
967 
634 
621 
523 
G^ 
7757 



GIRLS. 



529 
457 
524 
460 
437 
601 
833 
785 
654 
514 
461 
566 
6821 



TOTALS. 



Adults. ChUd'n. ^otals 



582 
593 
650 
588 
579 
660 
662 

1062 
666 
744 
608 
730 

8124 



1108 

1038 

1166 

994 

982 

1246 

1671 

1752 

1288 

1135 

984 

1214 

14578 



1690 
1631 
1816 
1582 
1561 
1906 
2333 
2814 
1954 
1879 
1592 
1944 
22702 
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VIII. 



TABLE 

SHOWING A MONlTHLY STATEMENT OP MORTALITY OF THE 

WHITE AND COLORED PERSONS. 



MON'niS. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August < 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 




TOTALS. 

1,690 
1,631 
1,816 
1,582 
1,561 
1,906 
2,333 
2,814 
1,954 
1,879 
1,592 
1,944 

22,702 
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BEFOBT of DKA.THS DUBI 



1853— JANUARY. 



" Lumbar. . 
Aneariam.. . ... . 

Albuminuria 

Apoplexy 

Asphyxia 



Atrophia 

Angina 

BleedlDg 

Bleeding from Womb.. . 
" from Stomach. . 
" from Lungs. . . . 

Burned or Scalded 

Bronchitis 

Cancer 

" ofWomb 

" of Stomach 

" of Breast 

Caenalties 

Cholera Infantum 

CoHc 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Croup 

Congestion 

" of Lungs.... 

" of Brain . . . . 

Coucuasion of Brain.. . . 



Debility 

Delirium Tremens. . . 

Diarrhcea 

Dropsy 

" in the Head.. 

" in the Chest.. 
Drowned 



Epilepsy.. 
Executed , 



2 
18 



2 
2 
1 
12 

2 
1 

.247 
.134 



6 
15 



1 i 
15 12 



13 

28 



85 
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THE Month op January, 1853. 
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1853— JANUARY. 



Erysipelas 
Eruption . 
Exposure . 
Fracture . . 



of Skull 

Fever 

Bilious 

Puerperal 

Heraittent 

Scarlet 

Typhoid 

TyphuB 

CongestiYG 

Hectic.. 

NeiTOua 

Heart, Hypertrophy of . 



Hip Disease 

Hooping Cough 

Inanition 

Influenza 

Inflammation 

" of Brain .. .. 

" of Bowels.. . 

" of Chest 

" of Heart 

" of Eidneys.. 

" of Lungs . . . . 

" of Stomach., 

of Throat... 

" of Womb... . 

" of Liver 

Insanity 

Intemperance 

Intussusception 

Jaundice 

Killed or Murdered 

Lues Venerea 

Malformation 

MarasHiuB 



BeFOKT of DbATEB DUB] 
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5 
14 
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«£ Month of Jasuaby^ 1S53. 
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Eepoet op 


DUATHS DDBlfl 




ISSS-JANUARY. 
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HE Month of . 


Januabt, 1853. 
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BkVMii OF Dbaxes vrntM 



FEBRUARY— 1853. 



Albuminuria 

Amputation of Thigh . . 

Apoplexy , 

Asphyxia 

Asthma 

Atrophia 

Angina - . . . 

Bleeding 

Bleeding from Womb . . 
" from Stomach . 
" from Lungs . . . 

Burned or Scalded 

Bronchitis 

Catarrh 

Cachexia ,. .. 

Cancer 

" of Stomach.. ... 

Caaualtiea 

Cholera Infantum , 

Colic 

Consumption.. ......... 

Conrulsiona 

Croup 

Congestion 

" of Lungs.. . 

" of Brain . . . 
Concussion of Brain. . . 



Debility 

Delirium Tremens... 

Diabetes 

Diarrhoea 

Dropsy 

" in the Head.. 
Dropsy in the Chest . 

Drowned 

Dysentery 



Executed., 
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xaii Month of Febbuaby, 1853. 
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Aneurism of Heart . . 
Apoplexy 



Asthma 

Atrophia 

Albuminaria 

Bleeding 

" from "V^omb.. . 

" from Stomach.. 

" from Lungs.. .. 

Burned or Scalded 

Bronchitis 

Cancer of Womb 

Caries of Spine 

Cancer 

" of Stomach 

" of Rectum 

Carbuncle 

Casualties 

Cholera Infantum 

" Morbus 

Cholera 

Colic 

Consumption 

Convulsions .' . . . 

Croup 

Congestion of Brain 

" of Lungs 

Concussion of Brain 

Constipation 



Debility 

Delirium Tremens . , 

Diarrhcea 

Dropsy 

" in the Head.. 
" in the Chest.. 
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«te Month of June, 1858. 
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Bbpobt of Deaths Dusiira e 



JUNE— 1853. 

Drowned 

Dysentry 

Dislocation of Ankle 

Englargement of heart. . 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas 

Eruption 

Fracture of Leg 

of Skull 

Fever 

" Bilious 

" Intermittent 

" Puerperal 

" Remittent 

" Scarlet 

" Typhoid 

" Typhus 

" Congestive 

" Hectic 

" Nervous 

" Chagrea 

" Ship 

Gout 

Heart, Disease of 

Hip Disease 

Hooping CouRh 

Hysteria 

Hanged 

InaDitioD 

Inflammation of Bladder. 
" of Brain . . 
" of Bowels.. 
" of Heart .. 
" of Kidneys 
" of Lungs . . 
" of Stomach 
" of Throat .. 
" of Womb .. 
" of Liver . . 
Insanity 
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9HE Month of June, 1853. 
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Intemperance., 

Jaundice 

Lues Venerea . 
Malformation . . 



Report of Deaths ddi 



Measles ' 

Mortification 

Malpractice 

Old Age 

Parturition 

Palsy 

Premature Birth 

Pleurisy 

Rheumatism 

Rupture 

BuppressioD of Urine. , . . , 

Scrofula 

Small Pox 

Spinal Diaeaee 

Bptae 

Still-born 

Suicide 

Sun Stroke 

Suffocation 

Scurvy 

Schirrus 

Softening of the Stomach. . 
" of the Brain.. . 

Teething 

Tetanus 

Tumor 

Ulceration of Intestines.. . 

of Throat 

Unknown , 

Varioloid 



Total *906 1014 89^ T32 
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tHB Month of Juhe, 1853. • 1 
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Reoapitdlation of Disbabes, Sexes and Aghb 



I 



IL 



RECAPITULATION. 



" of the Brain.. . 

" " Lumbar. 

" " Liver . . . 

" " Psoas . . 

" " Stomach 
ABenriBm 

" of the Aorta. . 

" of the Heart.. 

Albnminaria 

Amputation of Thigh . . 

Apoplexy 

ABphyxia 

Aethma.. 

Atrophia , 

Angina 

from Bowel: 
from Lungs 
" from Stomach 
" from Womb... 
Burned or Scalded . . . 

Bronchitis 

Cancer 

" of Breast , 

" of Kidney 

" of Rectum 

" of Stomach... .. 

" of Womb 

Catarrh 

Carbuncle 

Carbon Pustule 

Casualties 

Cholera 

" Infantum 

" Morbus 

Colic 

" Lead 

Consumption 

CouTulsiona 



822 446 



671 60 
376 543 
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S7 THK rmST HALF OF THB TEAR 1863. 
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Doc. No. 2.) 



Recapitiilatios of DiSfiASHs, Sexes asd AgBS 



RECAPITULATION. 

Croup 

Congestion 

" of Brain 

" of Lungg 

Concussion of Brain 

Constipation 

Cyanosis 

Cirrhoeis 

Debility 

Delirium Tremens 

Diabetes 

" Mellitua 

Diarrhoeii 

Dropsy 

" in the Chest 

" in the Head 

Drowned 

Dysentery 

Dyspepsia 

Executed 

Enlargement of Heart 

" of Liver 

" of Thymna Gland 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas 

Eruption 

Exposure 

Fracture 

" of the Leg 

" of the Skull 

Fistula in Ano 

Fever 

" Bilious 

" Congestive 

" Chagres 

" G-astric 

" Hectic 

" luEanimatory 

" Intermittent 

Nervous 
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OF IHE FIRST HALF OF THE YBAB 1853. 
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Doc. No. 2.) 74 *■ 

Recapithlatioh of Diseases, Rexbb asd A 



RECAPITULATION. 



Fever, Puerperal 

" Remittent 

" Scarlet 

" Ship 

" Typhoid 

" Typhus 

" Yellow 

Gout 

Heart, Disease of 

Hip, Disease of 

Hooping Cough 

Hydrophobia 

Hysteria 

loanition 

Influenza 

Inflammation 

" of Bladder . 

" of Brain. . . . 

" of Bowela... 

" of Cheat 

" of Heart... . 

" of Kidneys.. 

" of Lungs. ... 

" of Liver . , . . 

" of Stomach, 

of Throat... 
of Womb . . . 



Insanity. . 

Intemperance . 



Ischuria Renalis 

Jaundice 

Killed or Murdered 

Luea Venerea 

Malformation 

" of the ^^cart. . 

Marasmus 

Measles 

Mortification 

Malaria 
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OP THE FIEST HALF OF THE TEAS 1853. 
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RECAPITni.ATION OP DISEASES, SeXBS AHD AgES 



RECAPITULATION. 



MelanosiB 

Netiralgia 

Nervous Shock . , 

Obesity . 

Palay 

Poison 

Premature Birth. 

Pleurisy 

Parturition BifBcult 

" Malpractice .. 

Plebitia 

Phegmasia Dolena 

Polypus 

" of the Heart. . . 

Rheumatism 

Rupture 

" of the Heart..., , 

" " Spleen . , . . 

" '■ Womb . . . 

Scrofula 

Small Pox 

Spinal Disease 

St. Vitus' Dance 

Sprue 

Still Born , 

Suicide 

Stone 

Salivation 

Stricture of Colon 

Suffocation 

Strangulation 

Sun Stroke 

Scurvy 

Schirrus 

Starvation 

Softening of Brain 

" of Stomach.. ., 

Teething 

Tetanus 



ft 

OP THE PIH8T HALF OP THE TEAB 1658. 
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Bboapitolatioh op Diseases, Sexes and Agbb 
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EEOAPITULATION. 
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OF THE PIBBT HALF 


3P THE TEAB 1858. 
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Monthly Eecapitulation op Diseases and £ 



i 



MONTHLY RECAPITULATION. 



" of the Brain. . . 

" " Lumbar, 

" " Liver . . . 

" " Psoas . . . 

" " Stomacli 
AneuriBm 

" of the Aorta.. 

" of the Heart.. 

Albnminaria 

Amputation of Thigh . . 

Apoplexy 

Asphyxia 

Angina 

ABtbma 

Atrophia 

Bleeding 

" from Bowels. . 
" from Lungs . . . 
" from Stomach . 
" from Womb.... 
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Deaths for the year 1853, with the Sexes and Ages. 
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<6 

S4 
197 

22 


SS 
23 

10 

48 

111 

3 

le 


23 


















KeroitWDt t 


2i 












"e 














Tot»te 


815 


m 


3ti\ 


B88 


i\'»\ wa"* W.l\ 1f».\ Xf 
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t 



AUNnAL RECiPITULATION OP DISEASES ANl) SexbS FOR 1S5m 



CLASS II. 

SpoEAMC VlSEi: 









Puerfcral. . . 

Tremaaa 

the HoEd 



:^Bt«riii 

IsflmnmAtiou of the Bnln . . . 
" of the Spine. . . 

lowinity 

MKlEonnation of tbe Head. . . 

NervDnB Shoek 

Meoralgiii 

Palsy 

ftsBoaby.AflflnltB i-- 

" b; Laiodannm 

" by Morphine 

" byOpimn 

'■ by Paregorio 

" bjSlinkweed 

8t. Vliaa' DanBO 

Sf^eaing of the Braio 

Suicide by Lnudanum 

" bj" Morphino 

Sun Stroke 

Tetnnafl— (£flcJ:-jniF) 



Totals. 



2723 I 2037 '. 2055 



Dropqi in the Heart 

EBlsrgeinent of tho Heart 

Heart, Diaeaae oF. 

InflammBtion of tbe Heart 

oflheVeina 

Killoci or Mnrdereil by Cntting Tl 

Malformation of the Heart 

Neuralgia of Heart, (Sa jtngina Pect'i) 

PolypuB of tbe Heart 

Rnptuw oftho Heart. (Anmram') 
Siiioideby Cutting Throat 

ToUlB 



BiLCBS, 


FOB 


THE LAST BIX 


MONTHS OP THE 


TEAE 1853. ■ 






AGE. 




3 


1 


I 


I 


a 


I 


1 


I 


I 


8 ^f 

M 

fill.. 1 


ii 


li 




i 

i 


3 


1 


1 


1 


i 

E 


1 


i 


J 


i 
s 

s 


A 
1 

29 


i 


i 

19' 

3 


il 


















1 


t 


ft 
B 




I ... 


1 


■i 


I 


3 


..* 


2 


6 

"i 

1 




e 


































> 


2 


2 


1 


1 


8 


" 


1 


1 


1 








1 










1 






































' 
















1 


































































1 






















































1 


























1 












































































































1 






































2 


1 


2 


2 


' 




... 


1 




1 
















1 
















1 































'i 








... 










1 
























1 




1 
















































1 


























1 




















1 










1 








1 
1 


1 










































■'i'2 


1 
I 

12 


4 
1 
2 


7 


s 


3 




1 




1 


1 
































u 


e 


ia 


7 


» 


i 


1 




1 




































1 




2 




1 


1 


1 








1 




I 
































1 


1 














1 


1 
















1 








































































































1 


































..!::: 


: 




















1 
















1 
































a 
























... 1 










3 
3 

1 


















































1 
























1 




























2 


1 
























: 


1 
































































1 
2 
70 




























. i.. 


81 








'12 


1 

89 


'iJ 


6 






















SI 


13 


4 


8 


1 


1 




























































1.. 


1 




,1 




2 




1 




1 
1 
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Ahnual Kecapitulaxios op Diskasbs and Seses fob IS^H 


L CLASS U^lCmtinued.) 
H Spdeadjc Djbe^es. 


,««UAI. TOT.T.S. 


j'Glll.ANM 
] for tha OrBb 6 moa. 


ALTO.-. J 

rur Che lUt 


51° 


.-"- 


'•-'- 


Bed. 


U>1». F<«ul» 


Bold 


M^ 


oeVkrativk bvbtkm. 


23 

8 

83 

I 
1 

27 
8 

13 

2 


...... 


23 

8 

83 

27 
3 
13 

2i 

3 


13 




12 
3 


11 
B 

I 
16 

9 
3 

e 














r"i8 




"is' 








2 




s 

2 


"by Malpraotioe 

PhlBgmatii. Dnl8D>. IMUk Ug) ■. . 


■ 1 
a 


::::,. 




1 




1 






2 


, 2 

1 














1 








■ T«U1. 


121 


1 


130 


en 


1 60 


ei 


1 


• r«•U>.=^T,v. .vsr.„ ■ 


e 

1 


4 


2 


2 


1 1 


4 

I 


....'. 






TaWls 




4 


3 ! 2 


1 ' 1 


e 3 


LOCOMOTIVK AMD 065SOUS SYSTEMS. 


2 

3 
2 
5 

i 

23 

7 
2 

1 


1 
2 
1 
3 

1 

14 
2 

'"'ii' 

1 
1 

' "i* 


2 


2 


3 

a 


1 
2 








2 


i 






I 


1 


"1 


FrMtorBoflheLe^.. 

. " oflhaThiyh 

Gout...: 


1 
5 
3 
1 
1 
2 
IS 

■■'is' 


2 

lU 


7 


I 


9 
S 

1 
2 
17 

ID 
3 


3 
....„ 

a 

1 












of the .rn« EoDt, upper... 
















21 

"is' 

i 


11 

""s 

4 


10 

""f; 


PriBttl DiBBBSe 














4 
1 

! 


'■ fif the IJpper EjtremitlfB 








Wound on ttoKuQO 
















m\ fifi i 67 II fii 


36 


2B' «! 


-« 






175 67 108 68 


26 


42 1 107 


1 






850 199 ISe 1 129 


77 


•=!- 


J 







1 151 (Doc. No. 2. 

^pUAL RECAPrTDLATION OP DiSEASEB ASD SeXEB FOB 1853. 


.SS 11— (Condnufd.) 
poRATiiC Diseases. 


ANNIJAL TOTALS. 


BEiVU-ANNU 
for tbo firct (i mos. 


for tbo liut 


0.09. 


T«.lrf 


-. 


,-« 


strj^ 


— 


.... 


1 

isi 

3D 
11! 

1 

1.TO 

1371) 

37 

B8 


2 

14 
22 

69 

■"si 

699 
18 
79 


1 
1 

4 
16 

8 
62 

1 
f» 

19 

a 


.he Lunga 


3 

53 
fi4 
2_-3 

1 
313 

2739 
85 

n* 

4 

U 
1055 
i3S 

47 


2 
....„ 

15 

40 

IBfl 

"ni 

1337 
IBU 

666 
6U 

■■■-is' 

1<I 
3 

1 
■"■4 


1 
1 
S 

e 

3U 

127 

142 

1342 

37 

489 
95 








"is' 

23 
34 

172 


6 
97 


...„ 
6 

16 

76 














1369 

esi 

63 


mi 

ID 

aw 

36 


73 
671 

IS 












4 

291 
27 








^fibe Lungt 


434 
72 

14 

1 

23U6 


236 

"io 

3 

'2 

12»3 


1 
9 

6 
3 

liii" 


<N ■:tlhe Luugs 








38 
3 
16 


16 
i 

10 


12 

1 
6 




D^Vning:;.":;::'.'.::"..::;;:: 


3I> 
1 

B 




















4 








BftliBLnngsiuiJThroiit 

jf thaThn.at 


-3- 


...... 


...... 












1226 








1575 


™ 


677 


1 Sll j 445 


366 


"" 


,453 


311 




JElNAllY SYSTEM. 


2 


31 
21 


13 

b' 

1 
8 
2 






3 
19 


1 
16 


1 . 

4 


iSs'.".'':'""-:."?.'.' 


?6 


16 


9 




S 


2 


1 


'Uitos, (-««( «''«' dUtau).. 








2 
1 
. 4 
3 
14 
2 
1 
2 


I 
...... 

2 

a 

1 
2 


I 
I 
2 
1 

B ^ 

1 








nofthoBlidder 

oflheBl-tUdtrandKidnej!. 




4 


i 3 


is 

3 


'f! ? 


l|,oKU]"«,YB 










104 


71 


33 


SI 


86 ■ IS 


63 


35 


IS 
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152 ^^^^^B 

OF Diseases akd Siiixes for 1S5^| 


CLASS n-COoTtfHiwrf.) 

Sfobaoio Diseasss. 


..N.M. TOT^. 


forth 


a Drat 6 moa. 


U.TOTA^ 


T^.UloT 


mi... 


'— 


^r. 


«.. 


„_,... 


13 
1 

i 

1 

SI 
14 

a 

138 

1. 

...1 

1 
4 

ur 
»■ 

I 
2 
1 
12 




TIHCZBTAIN, INDKFINITE, 


31 

1 
1 

as 

1 

118 
36 

236 

8 

438 

2 

18 

2 

13 
43 
IS 
1 
2 
1 
37 

:l 

G 
1 
10 
17 
141 
27 
2 

e 

1371 


17 

21 

S7 
14 

""]' 

202 

6 

217 

...... 

11 
2 

1 
1 
21 

24 
14 

, 1 
2 

21 

"'ai' 

2 

7 
B 
79 
23 
2 
6 

...... 

1 

801 


14 

I 


19 


9 


10 
















18 


21 


12 


B 


" EyMiJprMtiM .'.'. 




61 
- 22 


67 


SI 

8 


S6 
11 










34 
221 

7 


93 

8 
205 


SI 
6 


14 
3 

lOS 




■Debilitj (EThnnslion, &c, &o.) 

DHnking Cold Wiilor, . ...... 


EnlweemBUt or Ibe Thjmua Gland .... 


2 
2 


4 
2 


1 
I 

1 


















19 

19 
4 


21 
9 
28 

8 


10 1 11 

18 i 12 

6 1 2 








hj Cart-runs 

by t-talibiujj 
















Iff 

1 
20 

1 

"a 

12 
62 
i 


26 

1 
18 


15 
....„ 


10 

1 
11 






a2 

...... 

1 
70 


13 
41 




3 

9 
16 
71 

27 


6 

88 
23 


2 

■■■■3' 
12 

1 














2 

6 


1 


.-..„ 


■■5' 

1 


■ ■'a 




...-„ 












I 
674 


3 

1 












' 


4| X 


3 


'• of tbe Bwk and SidBB 

" oftbeEacB and He»d 

WoondB.... 

Totala 














670 


697 


392 1 305 


U«K»OW« 


119 




61 


34 17 


G8 


30 







22,703 


12,230 10,472 


10,186 


6.419 1 4,7CT 


12.616' fi,Bll 




* ThesD cm 


eeocoai 


nuually ru'rrest; 


nt. sm 


bait 


J 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Classes and Systems Distinct. 



Zymotic Diseases. 

Systems. 
Nerrous 

) 

dve 

■iii;.::;.-.-.;::::: 

Sporadic Diseases 
Systems. 

Nerrous.... ^ 

'••■•••......•••••• 

Liye 

» and Osseous 

Birth".*.*.;;.*.*'.*.!.'! 
fee 

Qcral Totals 



ANNUAL TOTALS. 



Total of 

both 

Sexes: 



Males. 



64 : 34 
2558 ! 1323 

147 
1429 

843 

845 



Females, 



SEMI-ANNUAL TOTALS 



for the first 6 mos. 



745 
421 

484 



30 
1235 
147 
684 
422 
361 



I Both 

i Sexes. 



24 
462 

98 
844 
424 

388 



5,886 ' 3,007 2,879 . 2,240 1,115 



Males. ; Females. 



14 
223 

'438* 
221 
219 



10 
239 

98 
406 
203 
169 



1,126 I 3,646 



for the last 6 mos. 



Both 
Sexes. 



40 
2096 

49 
686 
419 
457 



Males. 



20 
1100 



.%7 
200 
266 



Females. 



20 
996 

49 
278 
219 
192 



1,892 1,762 



4810 


2723 


2087 


2065 


1 
1150 


906 


2765 


433 


249 


184 


221 


122 


99 


212 


2554 


1331 


1223 


1067 


638 


629 


1487 


121 


1 


120 


60 




60 


61 


7 


4 


3 


2 


1 


1 


5 


123 


66 


57 


61 


36 


26 


62 


175 


67 


108 


68 


26 


42 


107 


355 


199 


156 


129 


77 


62 


226 


5069 


2740 


2329 


2673 


1447. 


1226 


2396 


1575 


898 


677 


811 


445 


366 


764 


104 


71 


33 


51 


36 


16 


53 


1371 


801 


570 


697 


392 


306 


674 


119 


73 


46 


•61 


34 


17 


68 


16,816 


9,223 


7,593 


7,946 


4,304 


3,642 


8,870 


22,702 


12,230 


10.4721 


10,186 


6,419 


4,767 


12,616 



1673 

127 

793 

1 

3 

30 

41 

122 

1293 

453 

36 

409 

39 



4,919 



6,811 



1182 

85 

694 

60 

2 

32 

66 

104 

1103 

811 

18 

265 

29 



3,951 



5,706 



Classes and Systems Combined. 



TEMS. 



Nervous 


64 




2668 




147 


;ivd . .... ...... 


1429 


tand Osseous.. 




Birth 




r. 


843 










&c 


845 










I Totals 


6,886 



classes. 



Zymotic. 



Sporadic. 

4810 
433 

2564 
121 
7 
123 
175 
366 

6069 

1575 
104 

1371 
119 



ANNUAL TOTALS 
of both Classes. 



Total of 
both 


Males. 


FemaRs. 


Sexes. 






4874 


2757 


2117 


433 


249 


184 


6112 


2664 


2468 


268 


1 


267 


1436 


749 


687 


123 


66 


67 


175 


67 


108 


365 


199 


166 


5912 


3161 


2751 


1576 


898 


677 


104 


71 


33 


2216 


1285 


931 


119 


73 


46 


22,702 


12,230 


10,472 



SEMI-ANNUAL TOTALS 



for the first 6 mos. 



Both 
Sexes. 



2079 

221 

1529 

158 

846 

61 

68 

129 

3097 

811 

61 

1086 

51 



11 10,1% 



Males. 



1164 
122 
761 



439 

36 

26 

77 

1668 

446 
36 

611 
34 



Females. 



916 

99 

768 

158 

407 

26 

42 

62 

1429 

366 

16 

474 

17 



for the last 6 


mos. 


S^xl j ^1- 


Females. 


2795 

212 

3583 

110 

590 

62 

107 

226 

2816 

764 

63 

1131 

68 


1593 

127 

1893 

1 

310 

30 

41 

122 

1493 

453 

36 

674 

39 


1202 

85 

1690 

109 

280 

32 

66 

104 

1322 

311 

18 

457 

29 



,lmv^,^A 



5,41^\ 4,imv^,^w\ ^,«^ ^;i^ 



20 



166 
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BIRTHS. 



MOHTHLT RETURNS OP THE CITY INSPECTOR TO THE SECRETARY 

OP STATE. 





TOTALS. 






COLORS. 


MONTHS. 


SEXKS. 


WHITE. 


BLACK. 




Males. 


Femalei. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


TqIv 


1,591 
1,846 
1,640 
1,778 
1,698 
1,604 


831 

950 
828 
947 
887 
859 


760 
896 
812 
831 
811 
746 


825 
945 
820 
929 

876 

862 

5,247 


754 
888 
802 
817 
801 
734 


6 
6 
8 
18 
11 
7 


6 


Aiuriurtr tt.t.....TTT.... 


8 


SilDtfiinlWr * t---'r«'>'r«. .....«,•«.. 


10 


Ootober 


14 


N oYMnH^OT-r -.--♦ ..ff,.,,f,,^,... 


10 


Tla<¥iiiili nr 


11 






Totals 


10,157 


5,302 


4,855 


4,796 


65 


59 
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MOMTHLT RSCAPITULATION Of DlSEAB^ lift 








MONTHLY KECAPITULATION- 

• 


i 

s 


i 
1 






B 
2 

19 

44 


6 

25 

193 

M 

' 9 

i* 

7 
2 

r 

6 

.6 

1 
5 
1 
3 

21 

a 

I 
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1 

2 

3 

1 

6fi 
2T 

8 

a 

I 

i' 

2 

■"! 

9 




ll oftiif, '■ SBIad ;.. 
























ortboVoii.s 


12 




























" l.yCa.rt-riinE.-v 
























1 










J 

i 

i 

in 
1 _ 

2» 

I 




of HtaJ 












\'^^\m , .;;!".v.*v.! ;.".-.'!. *;.'! .";:!:':!:!!..","■,"!.■..■.".:; 




121 

ai 

13 










1 


















1 






















30 




S^^-::::;:;;;;;:;::;.::;::;:::::::::;::::::::;r. 






10 

k 

1 
2 

) 

a 












" bvAcooitB 

•■ hyAmenio 








" bvOpuiiD . . 














122 






8 










■■ oflho Kidnova J 





1 





•' 
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POB THB^AST HALF OP THE YEAR 1863. 



(f)oo. No. 2. 



- 


^ 














1 








July. 


Auotjst. 


September. 

1 

Males. ' Females. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


liBlM. 


FemalM. 


Males. Females. 


3Iales. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


'Males. 


Fetnalet, 


1 


2 


1* 




2 

• ••• ••! •••• •• 


1 


2 




2 


3 

2 

4 

65 


2 
61 


5 
• 26 


4 

27 

•'•'4* 
5 


2 
26 

""5* 
2 


3 

21 

3 
4 


4 1 6 
23 '23 


4 
32 

10 
• * > » 


1 

• ■ . • • 

1 

• • • • 

1 


64 
1 

1 
10 


6 

41 


13 

8 


2 
6 

* "i' 


8 
3 
3 


4 
3 


4 
9 


2 

10 








1 
1 








....!. 

*.'i' 


• • • 






"'i' 


1 




« .x « • • 


1 
2 










1 i 1 

1 








4 
2 
1 


6 
"2' 


2 


1 

• 






""2* 

1 


t 

2/ 













2 


2 


..J':::-: 


5 
3 

• • • t ^ • 


1 

2 


2 


















1 
1 
2 

1 


• rf • • • • 


























■ 

















.... 1 . 












■■i" 














. 


1 
2 

1 




1 


2 
3 
1 


2i 1 


4 
1 
3 






3 
1 


1 


2 




J 


1 










1 
2 
1 
1 
32 
10 




2 






i 




1 


1 












.•••.• 




1 






1 

4 
2 


1 

44 

1 


1 

47 
5 


1 

30 
2 

i 


"43 

7 
2 


70 
3 


82 
3 
2 


lis 

2 

3 


85 
4 
2 


87 j 64 
1 1 1 
3 1 4 




1 

• • • • • • 




« 




* 




1 












1 




• 





\ 


» 






1 






1 














• 












1 






...... 






i 




1 






1 












2 






1 










1 
1 




, 


1 












1 
6 
5 


1 





















1 

8 
5 


* * * 1 

1 














14 
6 
1 


8 
2 


3 
2 


11 

3 

•' 3 


9 
9 


13 

7 
1 


9 
6 

2 
1 
1 


11 


6 
6 


9 

6 
2 












\ 


2 




2 




1 


1 


2 


.1 


3 




















^ 






1 


^ 


1 








1 


1 


1 


1 




1 









. 1 


1 




1 











1 


• ••••• 


■ 












2 


* 


























1 
23 








ff 


"23 r ie ,, ii 


10 
1 
4 


27 


12 


25 


14 


16 


22 


27 . 


• 2 


1 ^ 




' 1 






3 


1 


1 

• • • • • . 


2 


1 


1 






1 






i 




...... 


• 


■ « • • ^ • 




• 
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Mbteoeological Register fob the teak 1853, ^ 


JAHUABT. 1 




OUT-DOOH 


BABOMETEB, 


WIND. V 






THEBMOMETEB 


IH-DOOE. 




a 


a 


a 


S 


a 


s 


a 


B 


J 




1 


■4 


h 


b 


•< 


0^ 


fu 


-fl 


b 






a 


ai 


M 


OS 


OS 


OT 


Ol 


Oi 


03 




1 


46 


48 


31 


29 68 


29 82 


29 94 


South 


Sonth 






2 


30 


37 


33 


SO 16 


SO 18 


80 10 


Bast 


East 


' 
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60 


69 


28 84 


29 82 


29 751N. B. 


" , " 




26 


63 


64 


69 29 65 


29 56 


29 66 


West 


North N. W - 




27 


68 


75 


68 :29 76 


29 83 


29 89 


North 


S.W.! " 




28 


71 


76 


68 29 93 


29 93 


29 93 


South 


South West. 




29 


71 


82 


69 29 96 


29 98 


29 98 


N. W. 


West 1 " 




30 


70 71 


69 29 97 


29 87 


29 86 


S. W. 


South 'S.E_-J 


31 


58 65 


69 SO 07 


30 10 


30 isIn. E. 


N. B. SaieSl^ 
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MAY 



REMARKS ON THE WfeATHER. 



lear 

jloudy, A. M.; clear, p. m. 

rain " .'!.'!.'.'.*.* .V !!V.V.V.'.!! 

Sain, A. M. ; clear night 

3ear 

31oudy, A. M.; rain, p. m. ; ceased about 9 p. m. . . 

^lear 

lazy; shower, 3 p. m.; clear after till 9, then rain 

'lear 

'lear; rain, 10 p. m 

loudy 

lear 

it 

••••••• • ^. ....» ••.. 

<t 

*' sud. ch'ge of tern, at 5 p.m.; ther. fell ab.lO^ 

loudy; high wind during night 

lear; windy 

lear 

tazy early morn. ; cFr day; moon nly blood red ap. 

-ain 

'loudy A. M.; rain, M. and p. m 

^ " ' " . " " clear night 

'lear 

** i 

ti ••••••••••••• • 

jlear, a. m.; cloudy, p.m.; rain, 7 p.m 

lear 
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49 
60 
62 
50 
50 
53 
64 
49 
49 
54 
66 
67 
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64 
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51 
56 
56 
58 
52 
58 
67 
63 
64 
64 
65 
61 
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1-60 
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Meteorological HEGieiBH fob the Year 1853, E1^ 


JUNE. 1 




ODT-DOOB 


BAEOMETEB, 


WIND. fl 
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1 


62 


63 


60 


30 18 


30 22 


30 22 


N. E. 


N.E. 


N.E 




2 


65 


66 


60 


30 22'30 21 


30 15 


S. E. 


S. E. 


S. K 




3 


69 


76 


70 


30 1430 04 


29 98 


South 


" 


S. "V 




4 


72 


74 


68 


29 92129 98 


30 10 


Norlli 


North 


Nor 




6 


69 


76 


66 


30 16:30 16 


80 12 


" 


" 







68 


76 


66 


30 0930 09 


30 00 


Soatk 


South 






1 


71 


78 


70 


29 9029 88 


29 88 


S. W. 








8 


65 


74 


70 


30 OIBO 04 


30 10 


N.E. 


N, E. 






9 


70 


71 


68 


.30 20'30 22 


30 22 


S.E. 


South 


Soj 




10 


67 


73 


65 


30 22130 14 


30 14 


N.E. , " 






11 


68 


79 


72 


30 14!30 13 


30 13 


South 


" 


" 




12 


72 


74 


68 


30 26.30 30 


30 30 


East 


" 


" 




13 


65 


76 


68 


30 30'30 30 


30 12 


S. W. 


S. W. 


8. 1 




14 


76 


85 


75 


30 08:30 10 


30 08 


West 


" 


Sont 




16 


79 


81 


76 30 10|30 10 


30 10 




South 


" 




16 


76 


80 


74 30 0330 03 


29 97 




" 


" 




17 


78 


73 


70 !29 9229 87 


29 88 


3. W. 


s. w. 


s ^ 




18 


70 


79 


73 


29 9229 92 


29 92 


N. W. 


West 


Wes 




19 


78 


85 


78 


29 98!29 98 


29 98 


South 


S. W. 


S. V 




20 


81 


90 


86 


29 98 29 98 


29 98 


" 


South 


" 




21 


82 


93 


85 


29 96,29 96 


29 92 


" 


" 


" 




22 


84 


91 


80 


29 90 


29 93 


29 93 


" 


s. w. 


N.I 




28 


76 


84 


81 


29 93 


29 90 


29 78 


N.E. 


N.E. 


N. 




24 


71 


76 


71 


29 87 


29 87 


29 94 


N.W. 


North 


Nor 




25 


68 


74 


63 


30 02 


30 02 


30 08 


N.E. 


N.E. 


«• 




26 


65 


76 


68 


SO 18 


30 18 


30 18 


North 




^• 




27 


68 


76 


69 


30 16 


29 96 


29 80 


South 


S. W. 






28 


72 


74 


68 


29 86 


29 98 


29 98 


North 


" 


u 




29 


72 


74 


70 


29 98 


29 98 


29 98 


South 


" 
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76 


85 


76 


29 98 


29 98 


29 98 


West 


SouOl 
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77 York Hospital. Lat. 40° 42' Long, 47'' 4'. 



JUNE. 



REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 



iy 

iy A.M.; clear p. m.; rain th. & It. dur'g. nigt. 
• A. M. ; cloudy evening 



iy 



3y A. M. ; clear p. m. ; rain during night 



paorning ; clear day 



morning ; rain 3 p. M, 



iy ; clear day, eclip. of moon bet. 12 & 1 a. m. 



:; thunder in the evening. ..«..•. 
iy A. M. ; clear p. m, • 

iy A. M. ; thunder a. m.; clear p. M. 



com. at 5 A. m., con. all day; th. & It. dur. evg. 

iy ; clear evening and night • . . • . 

iy A.M.; clear p.m.; rain 6 J p.m. with t. & 1. 
r; rain, thunder & light. 7? p. M.; clear night 
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68 
58 
66 
60 
60 
63 
60 
60 
67 
67 
66 
69 
62 
72 
68 
69 
68 
68 
72 
76 
78 
70 
70 
64 
66 
66 
66 
66 
69 
68 



•65 
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■65 
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81 


85 


80 


29 93,29 93 


29 93 


N. E. 


N.W. 




2 


73 


80 


70 


29 98:29 98 


29 98 East 


South 




3 


78 


79 


72 


30 0330 03 


29 gslSoulli 






4 


76 


86 


78 


29 9229 92 


29 86 




" 


5 


78 


83 


74 29 83'29 83 


29 90 


S. W. 


N.W. 


6 

T 
8 


73 


82 


78 ,29 94i29 94 


29 94 


North 


Norijl 


75 


85 


80 


30 11 30 06 


30 06 


South 


South 


9 


78 


87 


74 


30 02,30 02 


30 02 


S. W. 


" 




10 


78 


84 


76 


30 0030 00 


29 93 


North :n. E. la 




11 


76 


81 


76 


29 96 29 96 


29 96 


N. E. 


" 




12 


71 


78 


74 


29 96129 96 


30 02 




" 




W 


71 


77 


72 


30 0830 08 


30 09 


North 


North 




14 


74 


76 


70 


30 12 30 11 


30 06 


East 


Soufh 




16 


73 


78 


73 


30 01 29 93 


29 90 


S.E. 


S.E. 




16 


78 


79 


70 


29 75'29 92 


29 72!Soiith 


S. W. 




17 


67 


76 


69 


29 83129 90 


29 98|N. E. 


N.E. 




18 


71 


79 


70 


30 03 SO 06 


30 OONorth 


South 




19 1 76 


76 


72 


30 09'30 12 


30 09 East 






20 


73 


80 


72 


30 OOiSO 00 


30 OoiNottli 


North 




21 


71 


74 


70 


29 98;29 98;29 98N.E. ,N. E. 9 




22 


74 


79 


72 


29 9829 99i30 00 


" ISoDtb H 




23 


76 


70 


69 


29 98!29 9329 98 


N. E. ■ 




24 


73 


81 


74 129 96129 96 29 96 


South Soutbfl 




26 


77 


82 


76 129 9629 9629 96 


S. W. « ■ 




26 


73 


73 


73 129 83:29 8329 83 


S.W.B 




27 


71 


69 


65 29 90 29 90129 90!North iNorthM 




28 


69 


77 


70 30 14;30 1430 20iS. W. !N. W.B 




29 


74 


76 70 ,30 2030 20130 22 S. E. S. E. H 




80 76 


80 , 74 30 14 30 14130 14 N. W. ;Soiitli ■ 
85 ; 80 :30 00 30 O0I3O 00 S. W. 1 " | 




31 1 77 


^ 
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r YoBK Hospital. Lat. 40^ 42'. Long. 74^ 4f. 



JULY. 



REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 




ly ; rain 4 J- p. M* ; hail st'm in up'r part city. 

, A. M., cloudy, P. M.; raio, 9 P. M. . • . , 

A sultry; cl'r night; much light'g, early part 



early morn. ; cVt day ; cloudy & rain at 6 J P.M 

[y ; rain, 6 P. m ..••.•• 

, A. M.; shower, 7^ a.m. ; cFr, 3 p.m.; cl'dy p.m. 



u 



it 



u 



ll 



• * • • 



; rain, 11^, A. m; clear, p.m 

ly, A. m.; clear, p.m.. 

ly A. m.; rain, 11^ a. m 



», A. m.; cloudy p. m.; clear night, 
iy; rain during night • . 

ly 



iy 



•; cloudy and showery at 5 p. M. . . 
A.M.; cloudy, p.m.; rain at night- 

; clear night 

iy; hazy 



" sultry 

er, 4 A. m; clear day 
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THERMOMETEH. 
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05 
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01 0; 


« 




1 


80 


82 


76 


30 02 


30 02 


30 oo;n. E. 


S.W. S 




2 


78 


83 


78 


29 84 


29 86 


29 86 West 


Went S 




3 


75 


76 


71 


29 94 


29 94 


29 76:s. E. 


East E 




4 


76 


78 


72 


29 67 


29 69 


29 69|Nopth 


Wast 1 




5 


76 


83 


74 


29 88 


29 88 


29 90 




South H 




6 


75 


73 


70 


29 92:29 93 


29 93 


" 


N. E. H 




7 


74 


79 


72 


30 03 


30 03 


30 03 




South n 




8 


74 


80 


76 


30 03 


30 03 


30 03 


S. W. 


S. w. \W 




9 


74 


84 


76 


30 03 


30 05 


30 05 


■' 


H 




10 


80 


89 


84 


30 05 


30 0630 05 


N. W. 


West H 




11 


82 


88 


86 


30 05 


30 05'30 05 


West 






12 


82 


92 


86 


30 05 


30 05'30 05'S. W. 


',^1 




13 


83 


91 


86 


29 98'29 98129 981 " 


'' ''*m 




14 


82 


90 


86 


29 94(29 94(29 88 " 




16 


81 


76 


72 


29 95 30 00,30 Oo'n. B. 


N. U. ^H 




16 ! 69 


68 




30 04 


30 04 INorth 1 North « 




17 ; 72 


79 


'W' 


29 94 


29 86:29 86 " 'West H 




18 


77 


76 


72 


29 71 


29 58'29 57Sonai IS. W. ISM 




19 


66 


72 


66 


29 69 


29 74129 80 N. W. N. W. Ilfl 




20 


67 


71 


69 '29 88129 91129 91|N. E. iNortli [M 




21 


67 


75 


70 129 96129 95129 95'N. W. S. W. |3l 




22 


72 


79 


72 


29 97 


30 02:30 02!Norlh Sontli SB 




23 


67 


73 


66 


30 19 


30 19 30 161N. E.,W88t M 




24 


71 


75 


72 


SO 10 


29 96 


29 90:Soiith :3outli n 




25 


74 


77 


74 i29 98 


29 96 


30 04N. E. N. E. M 




26 


70 


73 


68 30 20 


30 20 


30 29| " S. E. m 




27 


73 


8l 


77 30 09 


29 88 


29 87;Soiith South M 




28 


67 


70 


66 30 05130 07 


30 07'North N. W. ■ 




29 


64 


71 


68 ,30 1730 13 


30 13(N. W. S. E. m 




30 


66 


76 


71 30 U'SO 09 


30 06,S. E. " ■ 




31 


70 


80 


76 ISO 06'30 00 


30 02 S. W. S. W. ■ 
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w ToBK Hospital. Lat 40® 42', Lon- T4® 4'. 



AUGt ST. 

-1 — 



BEMABES ON THE WEATHEB. 



at 41 P. M 

r all day. • . « 

r do.; rain com'd at 7 p. m. and con. all night 

dy, with rain at intervals. ...•••• 

r. • •••. • • 

y rain, with th. & 1. during morn; cloudy aft. 

r 

r; thunder shower with vivid light, at 10 P. M. 
r • •••• 

r; 14 cases of Coup de Soliel in Hos. to-day. 

on u a a ti u 

Shower at 8^ p. m 

dy; showers at intervals during the day 

dy and rain 

in morn., cloudy afternoon, clear evening . . 
and cloudy; wind fresh; clear 

r ^ •••••• 

CPdy at 6 p. M.; Comet W. N. W. over wk. 

r • ••• 

dy ; rain during evening 

dy 

r A.M.; cloudy ; wind fresh p. m 

dy; rain; wind light; lightning at night 

dy, strong wind; clear evening 

-; clear evening 

r • 

-; thunder and lightning during the evening 
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72 
70 
72 
68 
71 
68 
73 
75 
77 
78 
77 
76 
68 
68 
72 
63 
67 
60 
64 
61 
66 
70 
64 
69 
58 
67 
57 
66 
70 
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i-40 

•49 

2-50 
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•02 

85 
35 
60 
18 
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Meteorological Begistbb fok the Tbab 1863^^ 


SEPTBHBSB. " 






OOT-DOOB 


BABOMETEE, 


WIND. 








THEBHOICETEE. 


IN-DOOa. 
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OS 
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1 


75 


77 


75 


30 12 


30 le'so 16 


N. B. JN. E. N. E. 






2 


72 


77 


71 


30 24 30 25130 20 


" 'South S. B. 






S 


71 


78 


74 


30 18 30 12 30 12 


Sonth 1 " Sonlh 






4 


77 


84 


77 


•30 08 30 08,30 08 


" " "J 






5 1 78 


86 


78 


30 0230 02 30 02 


^d 






6 1 80 


86 


78 


30 02 30 0229 96 


|S. W. S)^| 






7 


75 


85 


65 


29 88 


29 8229 82 


S w 1 " Bn^l 






8 


67 


78 


67 


30 00 


30 02 30 14 


N. e'. a. s. t(M 






9 


72 


70 


67 


30 14 


30 14 30 12 


East fi^l 






10 


65 


70 


62 


30 04 


30 0430 OJEiist N. E. fS.M 






11 


60 


67 


60 


30 10 


30 10 30 10 N. E. " ■• 






12 


63 


70 


60 


SO 22 


30 22 30 22} " N'. W. »-■ 






13 


63 


65 


65 


30 12 


30 1230 OolSootli iSoatk So^ 






14 


69 


73 


70 


29 S« 


29 82 29 601 " 1 " S. fl 






15 


70 


72 


69 


29 48 


29 5229 68:We!it iWeat fllM 






16 


68 


75 


68 


29 86 


29 92 29 92 North North NoCB 






17 


71 


70 


70 30 02. 


30 0230 02Soulh iS. W. S. lH 






18 


70 


75 


70 ;29 9i 


29 98129 98S. W. ! " "ti 






19 


74 


79 


72 130 04 


30 0430 01, " , » •m 






20 


76 


74 


62 ,30 01 


29 90!29 86i " .West SM 
29 8o;29 SOiNorth .North \Sem 






21 


67 


n 66 a> 80 






22 


U 


70 j 62 29 81 


29 81 29 82 " ; " 


*^H 






23 


68 


68 1 62 29 84,29 S0l29 90 " 


W^ J 






24 


62 


72 ' 62 29 9«'29 97|39 98 S. W. ,S. W. 


S>-^| 






25 


56 


64 58 ,30 14 30 14'30 17 N. E. N. E. 


Nifl 






26 


57 


65 , 62 !30 2230 22i30 14N. W. West 


Wfl| 






27 
28 
29 


63 
66 
51 


68 64 j30 05 30 00 29 •« 


West 


hI 




70 50 29 78 
56 , 40 30 00 


29 7329 78 


^nth N. W. 
Vorth N. E . 




30 00;30 12 
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SO 


49 


i8 1 52 


JO 1230 12 


30 02N.W.,N.W. 
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SEPTEHBEE. 



REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 



►udy 



. . • 



mdy, A.M.; clear, p. m 

»udy; light showers during night 

o jr •••••• •• •• •••• •••• •••• ••••• • • • ••• i 

iar; sultry 

^r ; wind fresh 

»iidy; rain and change of wind at 5 p. m 

/Sir ....••••••••••••••••••••••«.•..•.••.. 

jax, A. M.; cloudy; rain 8^, p. m ; . . . . 

in, A. M.; clear, p. m 

)&r 




in, A. M., cloudy m.; rain, 4 P. M.; severe st'm n't 
)uds blow'g fm W. all day; day otherwise clear 

jar; wind fresh 

3udy ; rain at intervals all day 

in at 7, a. m.; cloudy noon; clear, p. m 

Jar 

>udy, A. M.; rain, 12^ p. m.; cont'd till next m'g 
)udy for a short time in morn'g; cl'r rest of day 

)udy 

»r 



A. M.; rain noon; cloudy, p.m. 
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East is. W. 
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61 


65 
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29 73 


29 76 
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West iWest 
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65 


62 
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West IWeat 
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66 
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67 
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29 82 N. W. N. W. 
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56 


48 


30 05130 06 
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40 


61 


52 


30 1O30 10 


30 17 


" 
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15 


60 
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62 ,'30 25'30 25 


30 14 


N. E. 


N.E. 


16 


S6 


66 


53 


30 14'30 14 


30 14 
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N.W. 


17 


66 


66 


63 


30 1630 16 


30 14 


N.W. 




18 


69 


66 


62 


30 I2I3O 20 


30 20 


North 


North 


19 


64 


66 


62 


30 22 


30 22 


30 66 


N.W. 


South 


20 


67 


67 
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30 22 


30 22 


30 12 


North 


S. W. 


21 


64 
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62 


30 06 


29 96 
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62 


29 82 
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29 78 
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29 98 


S. W. 
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24 
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REMARKS. 



In presenting to the Common Council, the Annual 
Report of the Health Department, for 1853, 1 am enabled 
to exhibit for inspection a much wider field of statistical 
information tlvin ordinarily appears in its published re- 
cords. A glance at the index, in the commencement, will 
apprise. you of the extent of subjects embraced, and will 
point out to you whatever tabular arrangement may be 
required to obtain a knowledge in detail of the yearly 

registry. 

ff 
The passage of the Amended Registry Act, and the 

establishment of the " Bureau of Statistics," and of " San- 
itary Inspection," during the past year, have been fruitful 
of much important utility in the accomplishment of the* 
wise purposes sought in the institution of health-promoting 
measures. To guard vigilantly the laws regulating the 
interment of the dead, and the faithful preservation of 
the records of death, are functions of this organization; 
the results gathered, and formed into a concise history, 
afford the materials for the suggestion and adoption of 
measures to obviate the stealthy march of disease. 

Legislators thus learn the tendencies of unprotected 
health, whose dangers are an admonition, pointing to reme- 
dial efiSciency; and hence arise the prudent enactments for 
sanitary government. To be unceasingly cognizant of their 
action, and to preserve them inviolate, are also functions 

24 
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officially pertaining to this splierc of municipal authority; 
tlie necessity of these protections, and coneequently, of 
these duties, becomes manifest from the observation c 
mortuary statistics. How essential, theu,.to present t 
the public full and clearly arranged' statements of thai 
extent and character. Fully appreciating the importaoo 
of this view, and the obligation of my position, I haY 
Bpared no pains in compiling the returns. 

The statement entitled " General Summary,^' exbibij 
the whole mortality in the city during the year 1853, t 
be 22,T02 persons — deducting the number produced by 6» 
ternal causes — that ib — aside from disease alone, stricUj 
speaking; to wit: 3,22T, as shown in detail, in tabulai 
form; the remainder represents the diminished sum o 
19,475 deaths occurring from the action of legitimat 



The increase over the number reported during the pro- 
vious year, is 1,101, about five per cent.; rather less thait 
we had reason to anticipate, considering that, during tbq 
year, several epidemics were more or less prevalent; a.ni 
the summer proved to be a season of continued high tem- 
perature, with rather an unusual moist atmospheric con- 
dition. 

The mortality of several years back may be of osefitt 
reference for comparative estimation: 
In 184T, the records show the interment of 15,788 personit 
" 1848, " " " " 15,919 



" 1849, 
" 1850, 
" 1851, 
" 1852, 
" 1853, 



23,773 
16,978 
22,024 
21,601 
22,702 
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The similarity of numbers during the last three years 
is somewhat striking; and, with the exception of 1849, the 
remark is applicable to the other years embraced in this 
statement. 

The total immigration during 1852, was 300,992, and 
daring the past year, 284,946. A moderate diminution; 
yet, when we recollect the condition in which many of 
these landed upon our shores, it is rather a marvel than 
otherwise, that the excess of deaths in 1853 over 1852 is 
confined to so small a figure. Further allusion to immi- 
groHon will be found on a future page . 

^ 

Dividing the aggregate into the following periods, the 
averages stand thus: 

Number of deaths each month 1,891 

" week 436 

" day 62 

The comparison with the divisions of 1852, are thus 
'stated: 

Number of deaths each month. 1,800 

" " " week.... 415 

" " " day 59 

The total number of white persons repori^A is 22,225; 
and of colored persons, 477, against 585 during the'previous 
year — showing a difference of 108 less. Other explana- 
tions will be made, respecting this class of our population, 
in the comments on the monthly table of their mortality. 

The statement of " Division into men, women, boys and 
girls" shows that the number of deceased males was 
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12,230, against 11,859, tlie previous year; an iacrease or 
371, or about tliree per cent. The number of deceased. 
females was 10,472, against 9,742; an increase of 730, or 
about seven and a half per cent. The proportion of the 
excess of/fwia/e mortality, was therefore greater than that 
of the male, in comparison with 1852; thus showing the 
whole increase of deaths, from aU causes, to be 1,101) " 
1853, or about five per cent., as aforesaid, 

From extraneoua causes, as they are termed, the aumber 
of deaths in 1852 was 2,487; in 1853 the number reached 
3,227; a very prominent difference. This disparity arlsea, 
in part, from a more particular separation of these 
during this year, than formerly; but, independent of tllis 
view, easwdlies, as will be noticed in the tables, have been 
of much more than ordinary frequency. The large nnm- 
ber of cases of San-ttroke. reported, is an additional item 
of importance. And, upon investigation of the other 
causes, contained in the tables, it will be seen that the 
proportion of increase in this branch of the general mor- 
tality is much greater than that attending the total annual' 
sum. The increase of this description of death's causation, 
over that of the preceding year is 740, or about thirty per 
cent. 

The males of nil ages, 12,230, for 1853, exceed the 
females, 10,472, of all ages, by 1,758, or about seventeen 
per cent., -against twenty-one per cent, in 1852, 

The male adidts, 4,473, exceed the female adults, 3,651 
by 822, or about twenty-two per cent, againat twelve pep 
per cent, in 1852. 

The male childrtn, 7,757, exceed the female children, 6,821, 
by 936, or about fourteen per cent., against twenty-nine 
per cent, in 1852. 
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The disparity between the number of adiUts of both 
8,124, and the children of both Hexes, 14,578, amouut- 
f to an excess of the latter of 6,454, or about seventy- 
bnine and a half per cent., against fifty percent., in 1862. 
'■Bhowa an enormous increase in the iiifant mortality of the 
past year. A portion of this excess may be attributable 
to the adoption of a more unifonn line of distinction be- 
tween infantile and adult years. Hitherto, females ranging 
■om eighteen to twenty, have been classed among the 
dults. This season, however, it has been deemed advisa- 
ble to estimate all under the latter age, as children. A 
jDOre scientific basis is thus formed for calculation and 
Bemonstration, though it is not pretended to be unob- 
wtioiiable, as a rule; it simply fixes a definite point in 
JQTeiality, in agreement with the tabular periods. 



The Bubject of these several txcesses, juat exhibited, is 
me of great interest in the statistics of human existence. 
"here appears to be an undeviating law regulating their 
Lction, for if we take, promiscuously, any series of yeai's, 
(nd institute comparisons, we will discover its pervading 
jOTernment; its position maintains itself at all times, 
rarying, it is true, in its extent, but still retaining its 
romineuce and perfection. Let ns examine a few yeai-s' 
!, and notice the effect: 
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The excess of male adults is partly Mcounted for by 
their greater exposure; but that of male children receives, 
as yet, no adequate solution; and its ratio, it will be no- 
ticed, is greatfr than that of the former. The question ia- 

certainly intereBting. 

The subjoined statement, furnishing the reported deceased 
adults and children, during the past seven years, may prove 
of much usefulness to those interested in observing and 
collecting information of this kind. 

Deaths in 1847 7,158 

" " 1848 

" " 1849 11,745 

" " 1850 

" " 1851 

" " 1852 

" " 1853 

Additions 56,788 81,997 

That is — in an aggregate mortality) during the past 
seven years, of 188,785, that of the children exceeds tiie 
adult 25,209, or about forty-four per cent. 

The annual average of adults, for the past seven years, 
is 8,112, being twelve less than the adults of 1853. The 
annual average of children, for the same period, \a 11,711, 
showing the much wider difference of 2,867 less than the 
chUdren of 1853. 

A further examiuation of the table, engaging our present 
attention, leads us to the comparison of the monthly totals. 
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and the computation of the differences, and their respec- 
tive per centages. 

The annual mortality, divided into a monthly average, 
as before stated, shows the sum of 1,892 (nearly;) but June, 
July, August, September and December average 2,190; 
while January, February, March, April, May, October and 
NoTember average the much diminished number of 1,679 
(nearly.) 

The highest monthly report is in August, 2,814, against 
2,425 in 1852, which occurred also in August. 

The lowest monthly report is in May, 1,561, against 
1,427, in 1852, which are the figures for November. 

The variation in the sums of the several seasons affords 
information of considerable utility to the intelligent ob- 
server. A comparative estimate with the statistics of 1852 
is therefore worthy of insertion 

In the order of precedence in numbers. 



1852. 



1853. 



MONTHS. 



Aneust 

July 

September. . 
January •*. . 

March 

February.... 
December. . . 

April 

October 

June 

May 

November... 



Morial'y. 



2425 
2193 
2081 
1914 
1897 
1718 
1666 
1586 
1586 
1558 
1660 
142r 



Per- Quarter. 
centage. ly anm. 




Per- 
ce nt'e 



31 
26 
22 
21 



MONTHS. 

August 

July 

September. . 
December.,.. 

June 

October 

March 

January 

February... . 
November . . 
April 

ay 



Mortal'y. 



Ap] 

Ma 



2814 
2333 
1954 
1944 
1906 
1879 
1816 
1690 
1631 
1592 
1582 
1561 



Quarter- Per- 
ly sum. eent'e 



7101 I 32 



5729 



5137 



4736 



25 



22 



21 



The per centages attached to the quarterly divisions 
in the order of precedence in uumbers, it will be noticed, 
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are nearly identical — they certainly differ very slightly- 
tlie variation existing between the minivium and maximuw. 
of 1852, amounting to ten per cent., and in 1853, to 
eleven per cent.; the close comparison of the two years ia 
thus readily perceived; but, without entering into a calcu- 
lation, it would naturally be supposed, that a wider dif- 
ference than ten and eleven per cent, would mark the 
mortality between the highest and lowest quarterly 



The mouths of August, J uly and Beptembcr were, in 
both years, the most fatally visited. In the former year, 
t),691; in the latter, 7,101. are their respective sums of 
mortality— a variation of only 402— much smaller than 
might be anticipated, when we compare the coutinaed 
high temperature and other nnfavorable atmospheric con- 
dition that marked the period. 

While in 1^52, January, MarcJi and February, having a 
mortality of 5,529, formed the second quarter in the series — 
in 1853, December, June and October, numbering 5,729, 
were the corresponding division. The difference here 
amounts to 200. 

The precise similarity of months in the lirst quarter of 
each season is counterbalanced by an entire dissimilarity 
in the second quarter. 

In the months of December, April and October of 1862, 
the third quarter in order, 4,838, are numbered. The 
corresponding quarter in 1863 is formed of the monthe of 
March, January, and February, numbering 5,137; differ- 
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The months are here also combined differently — 

The quarter, marking the fewest in numbers appears to 
be — in 1862, the months of June, May and November — the 
reported number is 4,635; in 1853, November, April and 
May are the corresponding months, and number 4,735; 
the difference being 200; the exact figures of the second 
quarter. 

Thus exhibiting the division of the annual increase of 
1,101, as it occurs in the quarterly combinations of the 
monthly statistics, in numerical precedence. 

Viewing the quarterly statements by the calendar ar- 
rangement, in comparison with 1852, it will be seen that 
in the first three months of 1853, January, February and 
March, 6,137, or about twenty- three per cent., make up the 
sum of their mortality, against 6,529, or about twenty-six per 
cent., in 1852. Here there is a decrease of 392. The very 
inclement weather, in the commencement of that year, 
brought with it many fatal influences. The early part of 
1853, therefore, bade fair to reduce the annual mortality. 

The proportion for the first quarter in 1852, it will be 
observed, is entirely too high for the ride; it stands as the 
exception — of course, it should not reach twenty-five per 
cent. — a fair proof of a deleterious sanitary prevalence. 

The second portion — April, May and June — is represented 
by the figures 5,049, or twenty-two per cent., against 4,694, 
or about twenty-two per cent, also, in 1852. 

This quarter marks an increase in 1853, of 355; retain- 
ing, however, the same proportion to the annual number. 

25 
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In the monthB of July, Augnat and September, the thin 
division, there appear reported 7,101,-oi' about thirty-on 
per cent., against 0,699, or about thirty-one per cent, also 
in 1862. An increase of 402, in 18.53, is apparent hei'o, a 
before observed, and likewise witli no variation of the pro 
portion to the annnal numliei'. 

The remaining months of October, November and De 
cember exhibit an aggregate of o,415, or about twenty^ 
four per cent., against that in the final quarter of 18.52, i 
4,679, or about twenty-one per cent.; showing an increas 
much larger than during any other quarter of the ; 
and amounting to 736. The advance here alters the p 
portion to the annual number very materially. 

For a plainer reference, the quarterly periods are thm 
stated : 



These elucidations have a bearing upon tiie inquiry ii 
the comparative fatality of seasons, tending to a philoBO 
phical analysis of the periodicity of disease. 

The Table of J^ativUks claims a few observations. Bj 
the arrangement for this year, the monthly Rtatementa an 
exhibited, adding considerably to the utility of the record 
for statistical reference. 

The total number oi foreig^iers who died in 1853, waa 
7,104, or over thirty-one per cent, of the wliole mortality. 
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In January, February and March, there were 1,507, or 
twenty-one per cent. . 

In April, May and June, there were 1,526, or twenty- 
two per cent. 

In July, August and September, there were 2,183, or 
thirty-one per cent. 

In October, November and December, there were 1,888, 
or twenty-six per cent. 

In the quarterly estimate of JSTatives, the proportions 
are as follows: 

First quarter — Proportion to the annual, 23 per cent. 
Second " '^ '' " 23 " 

Third " " " " 31 " 

Fourth " " " •* 23 " 

These* several estimates may be of importance in calcu- 
lating the relative mortality in this city, regarding native 
and foreign population. 

The record represents the deceased from about thirty 
different countries. Like all the tables in the present 
report, the arrangement is strictly alphabetical — or nearly 
so — renderingh'it very convenient for a ready glance, in 
seeking any pa'rticular information. 

The principal countries stand thus, in the order of 
numbers : 

Ireland 4,247 

Germany : 1,576 

England 588 

Carried forward • . . • . 6,411 
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Brought forward 



Scotland 

France • 

British Possessions in North America, 



6,411' 

274 

94 

69 



6,848 



Leaving to be divided among the remaining places 256 
Total of foreign nativity • . • . 7,104 

There were also reported during the year, and 
distinctly classed as such: 



Of unknown nativity. 

The most of which appear to be so rendered by 
Coroners* inquests. 
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Leaving the whole known native mortality to be. . 15,409 



Making up the total annual of 22,702 

A retrospect of a few years may prove interesting. 
In 1847, the foreign deceased were 5,224 



" 1848, 




" 1849, 




" 1850, 




" 1851, 




" 1852, 




" 1853, 





II 



u 



u 



li 



a 



u 



u 



n 



ti 



n 



ti 



it 



.4,490 
.8,381 
.5,060 
. 6,351 
.6,492 
.7,104 



The Table of Deceased Colored Persons shows, that during 
the year 1853 they reached the dimiaished number of 477; 
the report of 1852 numbers 585; a difference of 108, or 
over eighteen per cent. 



\ 
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The mortality among the Colored race, for a few years 
past, is as follows : 

In 1847, the number reported was 866 

" 1848, " " " 782 

' " 1849, " " " 626 

" 1850, " " " 449 

" 1851, " " " 443 

" 1852, " " '' 585 

" 1858, " " " 477 

Total for seven years 4,228 

Averaging 604 per annum. The present report is 
therefore, 127, or over twenty-one per cent, less • than the 
septennial average. From the calculation for this series 
of years, it becomes rather a question of importance than 
otherwise, whether this evident progressive diminution be 
not indicative of a gradual, but certain extinction of this 
class of our population. They possess no greater immu- 
nity from disease than others — in this climate — and while 
the general population is rapidly swelling, and the deaths 
bearing their proportionate increase, the colored mortal 
record exhibits its significant declination. 

The highest number of deaths occurred in March, 
amounting to 54; the lowest in November — namely, 23. 

The quarterly statements of the year are as follows: 

First quarter 131 

Second " 117 

Third " ". 128 

Fourth '' 101 

Total 477 
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It will be noticed, that although the highest number 
accompanies the wintry part of the season, yet the warmest 
season marks a very close approximation; the spring 
period is the next in rank — leaving the " fall of the year '' 
to be the least fatal division. As a rule, the inclement 
parts of the year are usually deemed the more uncongenial 
to colored existence. The present report, however, is 
scarcely confirmatory of this view; IJs correctness, though, 
is not invalidated by an occasional exception; a previous 
detailed registration is not accessible for examination. 

The Tabular Statement of Deaths by External Causaiion^ 
containipg, as it does, the ages and sexes of the deceased, 
will doubtless be found to possess much interest in the 
investigation of this class of mortality. 

The annual sum for 1853, as stated previously, amounts 
to 3,227 instances. Deducting Asphyxia, Cyanosis and 
other Malformations; Old Age, Premature Birth, and 
Still-born, amounting in the aggregate to 2,202, there 
remains the sum of 1,001 by the various Casualties, &c. 

The retrospect for several years, is as follows : 

In 1847, the casualties numbered 860 

" 1848, " " 446 

" 1849, '' " 527 

" 1850, " " 624 

" 1851, " " 698 

" 1852, *' " 602 

"1853, " " 1001 

Total casualties 4268 
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These figures are compiled from the published statements, 
carefully selected from the recapitvlatory of each annual 
report; and not from the calculations representing the 
deductions therein made, in order to arrive at the sums of 
annual mortality by disease alone — for these several state- 
ments differ materially — not appearing to comprise all the 
recorded casualties. 

The last year enumerated — 1853 — presents rather a for- 
midable contrast with the others in the series; but among 
the group of sudden mortality, a very prominent cause will 
be found, in great excess, namely — Sun-stroke, or Coup-de- 
soleil — as the term is. An unprecedented fatality occurred 
during the excessive warm weather of the past summer, 
by this irresistible agency. In a few days, 260 persons 
were, with scarcely a warning symptom, stricken from a 
healthy existence; most of whom were unacclimated 
foreigners. Deducting these from the above statement, 
for 1858, and adding 18, the average annual number of 
reported cases of this kind, from 1847 to 1852 inclusive, 
there remain 759 to compare with the reports of the pre- 
ceding years. 

Thus, viewed in this position, the increase over 1852, 
while adding 157, or about tweuty-six per cent., exhibits 
a sum that does not very unfavorably compare with that 
of 1851.' As the figures in the table stand, however, 
foruiing the true report of Accidents, &c., the advance is 
large — amounting to about sixty-six per cent. 

The whole number of these sudden occurrences of death, 
for the years above enumerated, is 4,258, or an annual ave- 
rage of 608. 
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The proportion that this part of the external causation 
bears to each year's total deaths of the computed period, 
is thus exhibited for useful reference : 

In 1847, the proportion of casualties amounted to about 24 per cent. 

2| « . 



« 1848, 
'« 1849, 
" 1850, 
" 1851, 
« 1852, 
«« 1853, 



ti 

(C 
(C 

<( 

(C 



(( 

(4 
i( 
ti 
ti 



24 




3| 




34 




2| 




4i 





Averaging about three per cent, per annum, during the 
series. 

And what share, may it not be askefl with propriety, of 
this fearful fatality, is attributable to violated laws, in- 
operative penalties, and the exercise of the " largest 
liberty ?" 



The Table of the number of Deaths in the several Public 
Institutions exhibits the monthly statements of each. 

During the year 1853, the total mortality therein is 
reported to be 2,735, or twelve per cent, of the whole. 
In 1852, 3,137 — a diminution of 4JD2, or about thirteen per 
cent. 

Comparing the years 1852 and 1853, the mortality 
stands thus : 

At the Alms-house, B. 1.; Lunatic Asylum, B. I.; Peni- 
tentiary Hospital, B. I., and Small Pox Hospital, B.T., con- 
stituting the several medical establishments of the Alms- 
house Department, located on BlackwelVs Island, there 
occurred, in 1852, 395 deaths. The returns for 1853' 
show the reduced number of 388. 
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Bellevue Hospital, in 1852, numbered 637; in 1853, 572. 

Randall's Island Hospital — the Nursery of the . Aims- 
House Department — numbered in 1852, 131; in 1853, the 
very largely reduced report of 66 is shown. 

The Colored Home Hospital, and Colored Orphan 
Asylum, both partially connected with the same charities^ 
though distinct institutions, numbered, in 1852, 135; in 
1863, 120. 

City and Police Prisons, also attached thereto — ^num- 
bered, in 1852, 24; in 1853, 32. 

The aggregate of the whole Department, in 1852, was 
1,322; in 1853, 1,146. 

The deaths occurring in the New York City Hospital 
during 1852, numbered 331; in 1853, 415. 

In the House of Refuge, the report of 1852 was 3; and 
in 1858, 3. 

In the Bloomingdale Asylum (Lunatic,) 1852, there were 
9 reported; in 1853, 10. 

"Ward's Island Emigrant Hospital, shows a reduced 
report— in 1852, it was 1,466; in 1853, 1,152. 

In reviewing the tables, for the past seven years, the 
following comparative statement is exhibited : 

Deaths reported in the several Public Institutions: 

In 1847 3,195 

1848 2,326 

1849 4,010 

1850... 2,358 

1851 3,369 

1852 3,13T 

1853 2,735 

Total 21,130 

26 
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The average number per annum being 3,019; and t 
proportion of this mortality to the average of the toi 
mortality of the eity, for the same period, 19,82G, amounl 
to about fifteen per cent.— that ia, tliree per cent, above tl 
proportion for 1853. 

It will be observed, that there exists, in the above 
ment, some remarkable disparities. The epidemics tha 
prevailed among the foreign inmates, recently arrivi 
. emigrants, in 1847 and 1849, arc perhaps too familiar ■ 
require reiteration; yet it may be well enough to remiu 
the inquirer, that the large reports of those seasons wei 
thus indebted for their disproportionate extent. 

The proportion of the deaths in the Public Institutioii 
to the total number reported during 1853, is about tweli 
per cent. Thus shown — the comparison is favorable. 

Average annual mortality, as above, during the 

time stated 3,019 

Number reported in 1853 2,735 

Difference in favor of the past year. . . . 284 

Or about nine per cent, less than the annual averaj 
number. 

Statement of annual average proportion, fifteen per cen' 
Statement of proportion for 1853, twelve per cent. 

The tabular statements following those just past i 
review, exhibit the city mortality in another and moi 
detailed appearance. 
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The first of this description gives, as usual, the diseases, 
— the general total — the males and females, and the ages, 
during the months of January, February, March, April, 
May and June, separately arranged. 

The aggregate of the six months then follows, giving 
the appropriate sums to each disease for the period. 

Succeeding this,, is the Monthly Recapitulation, showing 
the general total — the males find females, and the numbers 
that died of each disease during eftch month, with the 
sexes stated— completing the report for the first half of the 
year, and showing the semi-annual registration of deaths, 
thus: 

Total number 10,189 

" Males 6,418 

" Females 4,771 

10,189 

Under 1 year 3,396 being 33*3 per cent. 

1 to 2 years. 1,183 " 11'6 " 

2 to 6 " 1,154 " 11-3 " 

5 to 10 " 410 " 3-9 " 

10 to 20 " 410 " 3-9 " 

20 to 30 " 1,068 " 10-6 

30 to 40 " 942 " 9-2 

40 to 50 " 640 " 6-3 

60 to 60 " 401 " 3-9 

60 to 70 " ........ 309 " 3.0 " 

70 to 80 " 204 " 2*0 

80 to 90 " 63 " 0-62 " 

90 to 100 " 16 " 0-14 " 

100 and upwards... 1 " 0*009 " 

Unknown ages 22 " .0*22 " 

Total 10,189 






r. 



Doc, No. 2.) 



Proportion of males 53'17 per cent. 

Proportion of females 46"83 " 



The ratio of deaths to the total mortality in each periof 
of life is thus stated : 



Undor 1 year. . 

1 to 2 years . . 

2 to 5 " . . 
5 to 

10 to 

20 to 

30 to 

40 to 

50 to 

60 to TO " . 

70 to 80 " . 

80 to 90 " . 

90 to 100 " . 
100 and upwards. 
Unknown ages. . 



10 
20 



50 
60 



s 1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
1 to 
Ito 
1 to 



3-34 

8-61 

8-83 

25-41 

25-41 

9-54 

10-82 

15-92 

26-41 

32-97 

49-95 

192-25 

6Y9-27 



Ito 10,189-00 
1 to 463-14 



By an average of the ages under each division, the tota> 
Bum amounts to 168,497 years; making the average extent 
of life arrived at by each person, 16-54, about sixteen and 
a half years. 

In estimating the average age reached, it will bo 
seen that do deduction has been made for any portioi 
of the aggregate. The whole number of deaths, a 
shown in the report, enters into the calculation, givinf 
the average number of years attained rather fewer thw 
ordinarily appears in such statements. It ia, lioweTCT, 
the only fair manner of setting forth this view of the snl 
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ject, as it gives the full term of the average life presented 
by the statistics of the returns. 

The Keportfor the succeeding six months — July, August, 
September, October, November and December — ^is pre- 
sented in an improved arrangement, affording more minute 
details of the olBBicial registry. In addition to the in- 
formation contained in the tables of the first half year, 
will be found the division of the sexes under each stated 
period of the ages; thus supplying a much more satisfac- 
tory statistical view of mortal record; also, the substitu- 
tion of quinquennial for decennial periods in a portion of 
the scale of ages — ^forming a more. advantageous basis 
for arithmetical estimation, in computing the liabilities of 
human existence. 

This table is likewise followed by a Monthly Recapitu- 
lation of the continued registry, and closes the annual 
detail. 

The general items are thus gleaned: 

Total number 12,516 

" Males 6,811 

" Females ^ 5,705 

12.516 

Males. Females. Totals. 

Under 1 year, 2,360 1,970 4,330 being 34*6 per cent. 

1 to 2 years, 867 891 1,758 " 14-0 

2 to 5 " 682 661 1,143 " 9*1 
6 to 10 " 204 164 368 " 2-9 

10 to 15 " 73 68 141 " 1-1 
16 to 20 " 146 166 301 " 2-4 
20 to 26 " 358 287 646 " 5-2 



u 
a 
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Males. Females. 


Totals. 


• 




25 to 30 years, 


413 


338 


751 


being 


6*0 per cent. 


30 to 40 " 


684 


419 


1,103 


(( 


8-8 " 


40 to 60 " 


474 


295 


769 


u 


6-2 " 


50 to 60 " 


290 


188 


478 


tl 


3-8 " 


60 to ro " 


186 


176 


362 


tl 


2-9 '* 


70 to 80 " 


111 


122 


233 


it 


1-9 " 


80 to 90 " 


41 


46 


87 


11 


0.7 " 


90 to 100 " 


6 


13 


19 


a 


0-15 " 


100 and upwards . 


. • 


1 


1 


11 


0-008 " 


Not given 


. 17 


10 


27 


u 


0-22 " 


Proportion of males • 


• • • • • 


«<•••• 


64-42 


per cent. 


Proportion of females .... 




.45-68 


i< 



The ratio of deaths to the total mortality in each period 
of life, stands as follows : 



Under 1 year rate as 1 to 



1 to 

2 to 
5 to 

10 to 
15 to 
20 to 
25 to 
30 to 
40 to 
50 to 
60 to 
70 to 
80 to 



2 years. 

5 

10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 



90 to 100 
100 and upward. 
Not given 
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Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 
Ito 



2-89 

7-13 

10-95 

34-01 

88-06 

41-68 

19-40 

16-67 

11-35 

16-28 

26-18. 

34-67 

53-72 

143-86 

658-64 



Ito 12,516-00 
1 to 463-66 



V 
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In averaging the ages within the different periods, the 
sum, in its total, amounts to 203,601 years, showing that 
the average ultimate of existence for each person was 
16*27 — about sixteen and a quarter years. 

1st half-year 16*64 years attained. 

2d " •...16*27 

Difference '27 

A fourth part of a year in favor of the former. 

The Annual Summary will be found presented in a brief 
Recapitulation of the total monthly returns^ vnth the sexes 
and agesj forming a concise and comprehensive view of 
each month's mortality, for a ready reference. 

The total number for the year 1853, is 22,Y02. 

of males is.. 12,230 

of females is 10,472 

22,702 

1 year and under 7,724 being 33*99 per cent. 

1 to 2 years 2,942 " 12*97 

2 to 6 " 2,297 " 10-11 

5 to 10 " 771 " 3*39 

10 to 20 " 854 " 3-76 

20 to 30 " 2,441 " 10-74 



u 



'30 to 40 " ....\.. 2,037 " 8'97 

40 to 50 " 1,413 " 6-22 

50 to 60 " 886 " 3-02 

60 to 70 " 671 " 2-95 

70 to 80 " 439 " 1-93 

80 to 90 " 140 " 0-61 

90 to 100 " 34 " 0-15 

100 and upwards 2 " 0*009 " 

Ages unknown 51 " 0'22 



II 
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Of ceiUenary death in 1852, three instances occurre 
in 1853, two instances occurred. 

Comparing with the yetfrs, from 1847 inclusive, tb_ 
records of deaths between the ages of 90 and 100 year' 
are thus shown: 

In 1847, there were 

" 1848, " 



• 1849, 

' 1850, 

' 1851, 

' 1852, 

' 1853, 



tc 
u 



35 
30 
43 
18 
31 
36 
34 



Total 227 

An average of thirty-two and three-sevenths per year 
The two last years are therefore above it. 

The ratio of deaths to the total mortality in each divi- 
sion of ages, is exhibited in the following statement : 



1 year and under rate as 1 to 
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2-94 

7 '72 
9-88 



1 " 29-44 
1 " 26-68 
1 " 9-30' 
1 " 11-14 
1 " 16-07 
1 " 25-62 
1 " 33-83 
1 " 61-71 
1 " 162-16 
1 " 667-71 

100 and upwards, rate as 1 to 11,851-00 

Ages unknown " Ito 445'13 
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With the view of directing attention to the uniformity 
in comparative proportions, a tabic, eml)racin.G: the figures 
for a few past years, is hcrcwitli inserted. 

Ratio of Deaths to Ihc loful .'lortnllCy In each l>orndc of Filfo. 
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This statement exliibijr?, that in the general mortality 

no very marked diflcrencc exists in the proi)ortion3 from 

year to year. It is true, however, that tlic variations, 

^iliough apparently small, have often significant iin])ort, 

^d truly indicate the iircvalcncy of some oflicicnt causa- 

^on. And the series lierc embraced cannot be otherwise 

ftan a fair and reliable guide of the ratio in each decade 

^f existence, for a more extended number of annual re- 

^J^ds, containing, as it does, seasons of very variable and 

*Jnaost every conceivable sanitary condition. 

'X'hose dying from bir/h to ten years, it appears, rate as 1 
^^ little over Iv^, in the average. The comparison in the 
^^^or divisions with those of 1852, it will be seen, shows 
Bonr^a considerable variations, thus stated: 



1852. 



1S5;]. 



^^*^« year and under, rate as 1 to 4*01) — as 1 to 2*94 
Oxx^ year to two years, rate as 1 to 7 '41) — as 1 to 7 '72 
T>^o years to five years, rate as 1 to 8 • GO— as 1 to 9 • 88 
^We years to te^ years, rate as 1 to 22*75 — as 1 to 29*44 

27 
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That ia to say, that those " of ono year and under," dnring 
1853, do not present so favorable a view as in 1852, when 
a much smaller proportional number was reported; in 
other words, the past year was much more fatal to that 
tender age than the year previous, while those from one 
■ to two, two to five, and five to ten, respectively exhibit 
their proportional numbers much more favorably during 
1853. In making the comparison, however, for the whole 
period of the first decade, tlie ratio favors the former 
year. The disparity involving the greatest number in 
the comparative estimate, occurring in the first year of 
existence. Continuing the comparison, we find that in 
the decennial periods, 10 to 20, 20 to 30, 60 to 70, and TO 
to 80, the year 1852 exhibits the Jower or lesser ratio; 
while 30 to 40, 40 to 50, 50 to 60, 80 to 90, and 90 to 100 
and upward, occupy that position in the year 1S53. ■ The 
proportion of those whose ages are classed as Unkriovm, 
is very much less in 1853 than in any year of the compara- 
tive series. 

The number of deaths reported, exceeding 100 years, 
during the same period, is thug represented : 

In 1847 there were 3 

Inl848 " 1 

In 1849 " 7 

Inl850 " 6 • 

Inl851 " 2 

Inl852 " 3 

Inl853 " 2 

Total 24 

An average of three and three-sevenths per year. The 
paat year is therefore under it. 
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Dividing the centennial existence into several periods — 
since, as it appears, that every year of the above series 
furnishes evidence of some having reached that extent of 
years^ — the following Interesting scale is exhibited : 

From birth to 20 years there were 14,588 — 64.26 per cent. 
20 to 40 " " 4,478—19.74 " 

40 to 60 " " 2,299—10.13 " 

60 to 80 " '' 1,110— 4.89 " 

80 to 100 " " 174— 0.77 " 

100 and upward" " 2—0.0088 " 

This estimate presents rather an unfavorable view of 
the chances for prolonged existence. The unreflecting 
mind is hardly prepared to realize that the difficulties of • 
human life are so invincible as to terminate sixty-Ibur per 
cent, of its career before the flight of a score of years ; 
eighty-four per cent, before that of the second score; nine- 
ty-four per cent, before that of the third score, and ninety- 
nine per cent, before that of the fourth score; while be- 
tween the latter and the fifth score, but one in a hundred 
and twenty-nine ; and of " one hundred and upward;" 
only a single instance in eleven thousand three hundred 
and fifty-one remain to be announced in the mortuary 
annals. 

This is, however, but confirmatory of the estimate exhib- 
ited on a former page, in the remarks treating of the semi- 
annual summaries, where it was made apparent that the 
average age arrived at was within the first twenty years; 
every case of reported death entering into the calculation, 
no reservation made even for extreme infancy. 

Upon the subject of our Population, it seems that scarce- 
ly two persons agree. In 1862 some writers rated it at 
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550,000. This was the minimum amount. Others, equally 
qualified to form correct opinions, placed it as high as 
700,000 and upward. In our report of last year, we at- 
tempted to exhibit, by hypothetical demonstration, our 
approximation to the true number. The calculation 
showed it to be about 600,000. We deemed it, however, 
rather an under estimate, and had very little doubt of the 
full census being near 700,000, although the data upon 
which we based our calculation would not warrant so high 
a figure. 

In 1805 the population was 75,770. 

" 1810 " " 96,373— increase, 20,603 

" 1815 " " 100,619 " 4,246 

" 1820 " " 123,706 " 23,087 

" 1825 " " 166,086 " 43,880 

" 1830 " " 202,589 " 36,603 

" 1835 " " 270,089 " 67,600 

" 1840 " " 312,710 " 42,621 

" 1845 " " 371,223 " 58,613 

" 1850 '' " 515,394 " 144,117 

Thus, it will be perceived that, as an index of how many 
persons may be numbered citizens of this metropolis, the 
above statement furnishes us next to nothing. The vari- 
ations are not of a character from which we can obtain 
much information in forming the required estimate. The 
rules, therefore, for computing the progress of population 
in other and dijQferently situated localities cannot be ap- 
plied here with any prospect whatever of obtaining a so- 
lution to the inquiry. "We are therefore left to almost 
entire supposition to what extent in numbers we have 
reached. 
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As it may afford to some, who feel interested in pursu- 
ing the question, an additional clue to the search, the fol- 
lowing emigration statistics for the years 1852 and 1853, 
arranged in a comparative view, from information ob- 
tained from the Emigrant Commissioners, are inserted for 
reference : 

Increase. Decrease. 1852. 1853. 

Belgium 48 82 34 

Canada 48 48 

China 39 14 53 

Denmark 63 157 94 

East Indies 18 *' 18 

England • 4,425 31,551 27,126 

France 1,398 8,868 7,470 

Germany 1,033 118,611 119,644 

Greece 10 11 1 

Holland 138 1,223 1,085 

Ireland 4,967 118,131 113,164 

Italy 194 359 553 

Mexico.... 28 23 51 

Nova Scotia 67 73 6 

Norway 1,512 1,889 377 

Poland 2 188 186 

Portugal 200 37 237 

Russia 6 33 39 

Sardinia 3 ^ 69 72 

Scotland 1,238 7,694 6,456 

Sicily 5 42 37 

South America 55 120 175 

Spain 188 471 659 

Sweden 378 2,008 1,630 
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IncTMse. Deciemae. 18S2. 1851 f ^ 

Switzerland 1,867 6,4T1 4,604 

Turkey 6 4 10 

Wales 1,349 2,531 1,182 

West Indies #265 265 

Total immigration 300,991 284,945 

Total increase and decrease.1,752 17,798 
Dedact increase 1,752 

Leaves a total decrease of 16,046, or 5.33 per cent. • 

From England. Ireland, France, Norway, Scotland, 
Switzerland and Wales the immigration largely decreased; 
while from Germany, Italy, Portugal and Spain it was 
notably increased. 

The Commissioners kindly undertook, at my reqiiest, to 
furnish an account of those who died on their passage 
hither during the year. Considerable progress had been 
made in gathering the material for the table, when the 
burning of the " New City Hall" abruptly terminated their 
labors, and despoiled our annual report of some valuable 
statistics. 

The immigration of 1853, is thus shown to be rather less 
than during 1852, but New York is not indebted to for- 
eigners only for its accession; as it advances in years and 
importance, ft becomes more and more attractive to those 
who court the activity and excitement of business and 
speculative pursuits, and hence thousands leave the quiet re- 
tirement of country existence to become inhabitants of this 
city; and thus, independent of the foreign addition to our 
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population, we have a large annual arrival of citizens from 
all parts of the United States, to assist in swelling our num- 
bers. New York is also the chosen resort of many invalids 
from various quarters of the Union. The celebrity of our 
medical and surgical institutions induces a constant concen- 
tration of the victims of impaired health to this locality, and 
many of these arriving in the last stages of existence, add 
their decease to the annual record of this city's mortality. 
It should therefore be borne in mind, that the registry of 
the dead in New York is by no means always to be con- 
sidered the dead of New York. 

It is desirous to ascertain the true census, for the pur- 
pose of fixing the proportion of the deaths to the number of 
inhabitants. This point is often insisted upon by some as 
a fair test of the salubrity of a city, town or country; and 
so perhaps it may be, where circumstances have, as it were, 
a confined limitation; where the same steadfast routine, 
domestic and political, exists through generations; but, as 
a rule or principle, to be applied to large, thriving and 
rapidly progressive cities, that are also ports of transit 
for nations, and asylums , for the accommodation of non- 
resident invalids, none will pretend to justly sustain the 
assimiption. Hence, while we are solicitous of knowing 
the proportion of deaths to the population, we cannot be 
otherwise than fully aware that it has but little efficacy 
in enabling us to arrive at a correct view of the sanitary 
character of our climate and position. However, as it is 
a matter of interest to every body who wishes to possess 
a continuous record of the relative estimate between the 
living and the dead, it is deemed useful to give a place to 
the following statement, embracing the whole period, from 
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the time that regular returns were first made to this office, 
up to the present year. It is well, though, to premise, that 
in the calculations only those " deaths from disease and ac- 
cidents," are included. Still-born, Premature Births, Mal- 
formations, &c., are omitted. This exclusive method of 
. computation seems to be in accordance with general usage, 
but is probably of doubtful propriety. 

In 1805, a census period, the ratio of deaths to the population, 1 tO 32* 98 

In 1810, " " " " " " 46 '49 

In 1815, " " " " " " 41-83 

In 1820, " " " " " " 37-19 

In 1825, " " " " " " 34-78 

In 1830, " " " " " " 38*97 

In 1835, " " " " " " 40-87 

In 1840, " " " " " " 39-74 

In 1845, " " " " " " 37-75 

In 1860, " " " " " " 33-52 

Such appear to be the estimated proportions at the 
several census periods, from the early part of the present 
century; yet they are not strictly correct, or at least a 
part of them, for up to 1843 the returns made to the 
Department did not contain all the deaths that occurred. 
Many burials took place out of the city, for which it was 
not required that interment permits should be procured. 
The reports, therefore, were not full accounts of the city 
mortality; and of course the ratios inserted, range lower 
than they would if the true data were furnished. 

In working out the proportion for the year 1853, per- 
haps it is warrajitable to place the extent of our popula- 
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tion at 700,000, it cannot well be less than this number, 
and it has been estimated as high as 800,000. 

Deducting from the whole number for the past year, 22,702 
the usual exceptions, such as Still-born, Premature 

Birth and Malformations 2,027 



We have left for a remainder ' 20,675 

to be considered as the total mortality from disease and 
accidents, making the ratio as 1 to 33 '85, agreeing very 
nearly with several of the /ears in the preceding series. 

The total number of Deaths in each Ward for the last hatf 
of the year, furnishes us with another table for some ex- 
planatory observations. 

During July last, a resolution passed the Common 
Council, instructing the City Inspector to report, in his 
weekly record, the numbers dying in each ward ; accord- 
ingly, regular returns of this description were made, and 
the semi-annual sum forms a part of the preseflt report. 
The existing division of the city, into wards, if an equality 
of the number of iDhabitants, or extent of surface, is in- 
tended to be represented, is exceedingly defective ; and in 
order to have an intelligent idea of this table, it requires 
that a knowledge of the local position and character of 
the several wards should be possessed ; otherwise, without 
explanation, it must necessarily appear perfectly unin- 
telligible. 

The First Ward, for several years past, has been very 
populous. To make room for recent immigration, the for- 
mer palaces of fashion have nearly all been transformed into 

28 
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" Emigrant Boarding Houses ;'' its proximity to the nsnal 
landing-places, renders it peculiarly fitted for this pur- 
pose. The larger part of it, howerer, is occupied for 
merchants' stores and warehouses. In yiew of this, it 
would hardly be supposed that its mortality would reach 
the numbers stated. Yet such is the reputed fact ; and 
the condition of the residents — most of them rery recently 
from the confinement of a steerage passage across the 
Atlantic, as well as the densely crowded tenements they 
inhabit, with little, if any ventilation — combine to afford 
ample reason for adding to the Registry of Death, during 
the period alluded to, four hundred and eight persons. 
A perfect want of adaptation, for tenant occupation, is 
manifest in the construction of nearly every house in this 
ward, in use for the acconmiodation (!) of the wearied 
and enfeebled foreigner. 

The Second Ward has but few places of residence, being 
devoted, almost exclusively, to purposes of business. It 
is also cf less extent. Its mortality Eecord numbers 
sixty-nine. 

The Third Ward still retains a considerable residing 
population, though the encroachments of trade and com- 
merce are fast driving its citizens to the upper parts of 
the city. It numbers one hundred and twenty one in the 
table. 

The Fourth Ward shows a large advance upon the pre- 1 
ceding. It has a comparatively numerous population, 
many families occupying each house, in most parts of the 
ward. Narrow streets and unsuitable habitations have 
doubtless had some effect in producing a mortality to the 
extent of five hundred and five persons. 
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The Fifth Ward occupies a larger surface — is pretty 
thickly inhabited — houses, in some portions, of very infe- 
rior construction. The t^ity Hospital is situated in this 
ward ; a part, however, of this ward, possesses a very 
favorable sanitary character, containing many fine Resi- 
dences, and a clean and healthy aspect. Its Record of 
mortality reaches six hundred and thirty. 

The Sizth Ward is densely crowded ; with a few parts 
that may be deemed tolerably suited to a resident occu- 
pation, it is generally conceded that it is mostly unfavora- 
bly situated for the prevalence of a healthy atmosphere. 
Age and hard usage have left, of many ot the houses, but 
little to comfortably accommodate their inmates ; and its 
sanitary condition is'not unfairly represented in its Record 
of seven hundred and twenty-four. 

The Seventh Ward possesses a fine and genial locality — 
contains some of the best houses in the city, and has, of 
late years, been deemed one of its most salubrious and 
pleasant sections. It has, though, a number of worn-out 
habitations, which, of course, are filled with tenantry, and 
do not increase its healthfuj tendency. Its population is 
Pi'etty numerous, and it covers a considerable space of ter- 
rttory. Its mortality figures are favorable — five hundred 

^nd sixty-three. 

• 

• The Eighth Ward, occupying from the centre to the 
North river, contains a large resident population. It 
is well situated, and sustains a good sanitary reputa- 
tion ; but few houses are overcrowded — a large retail 
business is done in this ward, and the general residency 
is pretty equally divided between first and second class 
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houses. The mortality Record nnmbers five hnndred ant 
flftj-one. , 

The MTith Ward partakes a good deal of the b 
ditidn and character, not varying mach in size or is popB 
lation. It is the " Greenwich Village" of former 1 
Its configaration, as shown on the map of the city, exhibit 
an irregularity, in gingnlar contrast with its neighboriiij 
wards ; yet it has always been held as a healthy localitjl 
During the lost pcHoiD ftver period, it was the commercn 
centre of the city. It numbers a mortality Record of fil 
hundred and thirty-one. 

The Tenth Ward is both central and eastern — is mm 
of a business locality, and contains a large number of rei 
dences. The condition, as to beallh, is very favotable; 
is mustly occupied by those of moderate means, and 
kept cleanly and wholesome. Its Becord is one of tl 
lowest in the table, numbering three hundred and silt 
four. 

The Eleventh Ward is at the eastern extremity, ai 
although bordering on the East river, does not appettr t 
possess a healthy atmosphere. ' Its inhabitants are Tffl( 
numerous, and a large portion of the houses arc overba 
thened with inmates. That it is too thickly populated, 
very obvious from its having furnished to the Record th 
high number of eight hundred and sixty-four. 

The Twelfth Ward, the ■' rural ward" of New York. 
large extent of territory is covered by (his division, b 
for the most part, it is the " oat of town," or country poi 
tion of New York. It has, however, a pretty large pop 
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lation; but a sufficiency of breathing space gives to it an 
atmospheric purity that the other wards are not permitted 
to possess, and enables rather a favorable report to be an- 
nounced of its general salubrity. Ward's Island Emi- 
grant Hospital and Randall's Island Nursery Hospital 
belong to this ward, and furnish the larger portion of its 
report. Its Record is seven hundred and seventy-eight. 

The Thirteenth Ward, an eastern extremity locality, pre- 
sents rather a favorable aspect than otherwise. It has its 
full share of inhabitants, is of moderate size, and reports 
a Record of five hundred and five. 

The Fourteenth Ward, centrally situated, contains mostly 
old houses, occupied, however, by a moderate number of 
residents. With few exceptions, the habitations in this 
ward are not overburthened with numbers ; and hence the 
Record is light, being three hundred and seventy-eight. 

The Fifteenth Ward has not only a very healthy locality, 
but is mostly built up with elegant and commodious edi- 
fices. No pains are spared to render it desirable for a 
resident occupation ; its Record is three hundreii and sev- 
enty-eight. 

The Sixteenth Ward embraces a large area — is about 
equally divided in the character of its houses and popula- 
tion. Some of the best and most beautifully constructed 
dwellings, as well as some of the most inferior character, 
are contained within the limits of this ward. It records 
the number of eight hundred and forty-eight. 

The Seventeenth Ward has a large surface — ^it contains 
numerous inhabitants — abounds in houses designed for 
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the accommodation of scores of families, called "tew 
ant houses,^^ and otherwise presents features obnoxious to 
the public health ; yet a considerable portion of it is the 
residence of the first class of our citizens, and built up in 
the best style. A high figure, as might be anticipated, an- 
nounces its Record, reaching one thousand and twenty- 
seven. 

The Eighteenth Ward is another large portion of the 
city, extending from Fourteenth street northerly to Forti- 
eth street, and from the Fifth avenue easterly to the East 
river ; forming the largest ward in the city proper. Belle- 
vue Hospital is here included. An important portion is 
occupied by the palaces of recent and improved construc- 
tion ; another portion is covered by blocks of extensive 
" tenant hoitses,^' and populated by almost illimitable 
numbers. The effect, as necessarily indicated, is seen in 
the Record, which amounts to one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-two. 

Since the commencement of this registration, this ward 
has been reduced ; from Twenty-sixth to Fortieth street 
now comprises the Twenty-first Ward. The tables were 
not altered during the half year. 

The J\rin£teenth Ward occupies the whole area across 
the island, from Fortieth street northerly to Eighty-sixth 
street. This ward is part town and part country; palaces, 
country seats, manufactories and shanties show the variety 
of construction in its buildings. Many annoying obsta- 
cles to the promotion of health, infest portions of this 
ward, which, under the present liberal enactments, baffle 
all the efforts and set at nought the interdictions of the 
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Health Department. It has a Record of one thousand and 
twenty-two. 

This ward also has recently been divided ; the Twenty- 
second Ward constitutes that part west of the Fifth 
avenue. 

The Twentieth Ward — the northern half of the former 
Sixteenth Ward, from Twenty-sixth street northerly to 
Fortieth street, and from Fifth avenue westerly to the 
North river — partakes very much of the character of the 
Sixteenth and Eighteenth Wards, as to the habitations. 
A numerous tenantry populate a part of it, while some of 
the most unexceptionable places of residence are afforded 
in other sections. Like all suburban localities, though 
they may be accounted salubrious and desirable, yet they 
become more or less injuriously affected, in their healthy 
relation, by the neglected condition of surrounding unoc- 
cupied premises. The mortality recorded of this ward is 
one thousand and seven — thus completing the latter semi- 
annual report of deaths for the city, apportioned to the 
various sections represented by the wards. 

This hasty glance at Ward Mortality, for the past six 
months, will sufi&ce to give some general information to 
those who are not supposed to possess a knowledge of the 
several sections comprising the city of New York. Dur- 
ing the present year, the Department contemplates issuing 
a report of the sanitary condition of each ward, which, 
judging from the material already collected from the sur- 
vey now in progress, will prove of incalculable benefit in 
the prosecution of legislative action, to ameliorate, if not 
remdy, existing evils, and introduce in our sanitary code 
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more eflfectual measures for the preservation of the publi^^ 
health. 

AnMual Recapitulation of Diseases and Sexes for 1853. 

In the division of the various causes of death, the classi- 
fication is thus represented : 

Zymotic, Epidemic, Endemic and Contagious, 5886, being 25*93 per cent. 
Sporadic 16,816, . " 74-07 « 

That is, in the ratio of 1 to 3'86 for the former, and as 
1 to 1'35 for the latter. 

In 1852, the Zymotic, &c., were 6,543, being 30*29 per cent. 
" Sporadic " 15,058, " 69*71 " 

The past year was, therefore, not visited by Epidemic, 
&c., influences, to the extent that it was the year previous. 

OF THE ZYMOTIC CLASS. 

But few cases of Intermittent Fever are ever reported in 
this city; more, however, occurred in 1853 than for a long 
time previous. It will be recollected that this disease, 
during the past year, was prevalent throughout the whole 
surrounding country ; it has always been endemic in cer- 
tain vicinities, but last year it became a general epidemic. 

A single case of Hydrophobia is reported in the month 
of May — a male child. A few years since, cases were 
more frequent than latterly. An instance also occurred 
the year previous, • 

A few cases of Cholera occurred, 33 against 374 of the 
previous year. The first cases were reported in June, 
males; in July, 7 males and 2 femiales; in August, 2 males; 
in September, 1 male and 1 female; in October, 1 female: 
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in November, 3 females, and in December, 6 males and 6 
females. This evidently shows that the disease, so far as 
it concerns its fatality in 1853, is not the offspring, exclu- 
sively, of a high temperature, when abdominal affections 
usually prevail. Its advent in this country was in warm 
weather, and its subsidence followed upon the approach of 
a low temperature. This has been its usual course. 

Chokra Infantum numbers a slight advance upon the 
report of 1852. But Cholera Morbus is but little over 
one-third of the number then returned. The explanation 
of this variation is not difficult; in 1852, it is very proba- 
ble, from the reluctance felt by some physicians in report- 
ing cases of Cholera, that Cholera Morlms was improperly 
substituted in the certificates given. The report for 1853, 
shows that this doubtful delicacy is yielding, and that some 
coYert disorders at least are recovering their legitimate 
names; substitution is rather too convenient a feature in 
medical nomenclature. While Diarrhcea has an increased 
report, being in 1852, 567, and in 1853, 689; difference 
122; Dysentery has decreased, being in the former year 
T74, against 763 the latter year. 

Thus it appears of the several Profiuvia just mentioned, 
compared with 1852, the report of 1853 is much more 
&vorahle, 2868 in the former year, and 2479 in the latter 
year, a reduction 389, or about 14 per cent. 

These causes constitute 42 per cent, of the Zymotic Class, 

^d nearly 11 per cent, of the aggregate mortality for the 
jear. 

29 
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The Eruptive Fevers, taken generally, have not nnn 
bered as many Tictims daring the past year as in 185) 
vhen 1,534 cases were reported against 1,429; diSereiiia 
105 less, or nearly 7 per cent. 



While Erysipelas, Scarkt Fever and Measles, were rep( 
ed respectiveiy 14; 159 and 112, less during 1853 ihaii i 
1852. Small Pox and its diminatire, Varioloid, increase 
their numbers, respectively, 159 and 6. 

The total of the Exanthemata is 1,411 against 1,512 i 
1852, a diminution of 101, or nearly 7 per cent. 



The decrease in Scarlet Fever jngt equals the 
in Small Vox. 

These causes form nearly 24 per cent, of the Zymot 
Class, and over 6 per cent, of the whole mortality of t 
year. The reported cases of Puerperal Fever differ b 
slightly from the year previous, when 155 occurred againi 
1 7 in 1853, a small reduction. It is well to remark t 
only cases certified as Puerperal Fever, Puerperal Peritot 
Hs, Puerperal PMebilis, are included under thia hea 
Other difficulties of the Parturient condition are place 
in their several defined positions. 

A case of Cliarbon Pustule, in a male child, occurred : 
the month of May, the only case on record in this ci^. 

Of the various Fevers, (uot eruptive) 809 occurred 
1853, against 1055 in 1852, .making the large reduction 
246, or over 23 per cent. 
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Of Typhus^ there were 137 cases, against 96 the year 
previous; but of Typhoid, there were 404 cases against 
662 cases the year previous; thus, while the former is 
increased, in 1853, 41 cases, the latter is decreased 258 
cases. These disparities may be, and no doubt are, 
attributable to the absence of distinctive designation. 
Although to Professional Pathologists the distinction is 
deemed important, yet among practitioners in general, it 
does not appear to be observed. 

An endemic fever called Chagres and Panamuj forms a 
new division in the family; 17 cases are reported. 

The reported cases of Croup during 1853, number 673 
against 595 in 1852, an advance of 78, or over 13 per cent.; 
while Hooping-cough in 1852, numbered 187, and in 1853, 
158 cases; a decrease of 29, or nearly 16 per cent. These 
Respiratory diseases amount to, in all, 843, against 799 in 
1852; increase 44, or about 6 per cent. They form nearly 
15 per cent, of the Zymotic Class, and nearly 4 per cent. 
of the total mortality for the year. 

The cases reported as Lues Venerea, about half of them 
are infantile, the effects of this aberration, rather than 
itself, are given as causes of fatality, excepting in congen- 
ital instances. 

OP THE SPORADIC CLASS. 

In the second class. Sporadic Diseases, there occurred in 
1853, 4,810 cases by maladies affecting the Brain and JVer-^ 
vous system, against 4,061 cases in 1852, an increase of 749, 
or about 18 per cent., and forming more than 21 per cent. 
of the whole annual returns, or as 1 to 4*72. 
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Convulsions, stand forth, as usual, most prominentl 
1,895 cases having occurred, against 1,680 the year pr 
vious; an excess of 215. Nest is Dropsy in tke Hem 
numbering 903 cases, against 8S2 the yoar previous; di 
ference 21. Of course, these cases nre nearly all in ii 
fantile existence; a few only are tabled in the adal 



Hysteria is reported to have been fatal in 3 cases; 1 froi 
15 to"20; 1 from 25 to 30; and 1 from 30 to 40 years c 
age, occurring in the months of June, September and D( 
cember. These are the only instances since 1847, whe 
the same number was also reported, 

Congestion of the Brain numbers 525 cases. The yea 
previous, and other years, also, they were otherwise placet 

Jifopkxy, Palsy and Softening of the Brain are report* 
as occurring in 317' — ^108 and 19 instances respectivelj 
Respecting apoplexy and congestion of the brain, the 
have, it appears, been tabled promiscuously. The pressi 
report (fistitguishes them, though it must be confessed thi 
physicians are not very rigid in the legitimate applicatio 
of these terms. 



Of Palsy, it may be well to remark, since an idea IflJ 
gaining prevalence, that this affection is becoming morflv 
and more developed; that fewer eases occurred in 18J 
than eince 1850. The cTfccrease, from 1853, is 30 cases, ori 
over 21 per cent. The highest number of which there iai 
any record in this city was in 1848, when 141 occurrod*,1 
So far, therefore, as New York mortality is concerned, tliig f 
disease shows no evidence of exceeding ita due proportion! 
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There are two cases reported of Fright — rather a novel- 
ty as an assigned cause of death . They occurred in the 
month of July, and were, a male, from 20 to 30, and a 
female, from 80 to 90. 

Four cases of JSTeuralgia are reported, one male and three 
females — an advance of 50 per cent, over 1852. It is a 
supposition that this is rather an affection of the present 
day than formerly ; so it may be, among the ordinary ail- 
ings of mankind without fatal tendency. The nervous 
system appears to be more susceptible of anomalous de- 
ranged action than in past times; but certain it is, if the 
records are reliable, more cases led to mortality from 
1815 to 1831 than either previously or subsequently. The 
term, however, is too vague for accurate statistics. 

Of Sun Stroke^ a large and unprecedented fatality oc- 
curred; numbering 260 cases, against 15 the year previous. 
The highest number of which there is any former re- 
port, was 36 cases, in 1849. Of the present report, 
204 were males and 56 were females. In June, 25 ; 
July, 1; August, 224; September, 9; and October 1. The 
most of these cases were those of unacclimated foreigners, 
whose daily duties necessarily exposed them to the direct 
solar rays. It is more than probable that 25 per cent, 
more of these instances of Coup de Soliel are among the 
cases of Apoplexy and Congestion of the Brain. Physi- 
cians' cases are mostly thus reported. 

Seventeen cases, 10 males and 7 females, by various 
Poisons, are reported, occasioned by the accidental use of 
JVarcotics, ^c, (acting on this division.) « 
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Niao cases of Suicide, 6 males and 3 females, hj opiom, 
occurred. Nearly all the instances recorded daring the 
past year were Europeans, mostly Germans, 

The CiTcxdatory System includes 433 cases, nearly 2 per 
cent, of the annual total. In 1852, there were 3t3 c^es; 
ahowbg an increase of mortality, caused by a disordered 
condition of the function of circulation, of over 16 per cent. 
Of these 433 cases, 249 were males and 184 were females — 
male preponderance, 65. In the earlier portion of the 
present century, Heart diseases do not seem to have been 
much met with; for from 1804 to 1834, a period of thirty 
years, only 6T cases have been registered. 

. Cyanosis, and other malformations of this organ — the 
heart — number 48 cases. Of course, most of these cases 
are placed, in the registration of ages, as "under one 
year; 3, however are from 2 to 5 years, and strange to 
say, there is a case between 40 and 50, and another be- 
tween 50 and 60. 

The Digestive functions embrace not only a large variety 
of derangements, but a heavy sum of mortality. Of this 
class, they number 2554 — a slight advance over the year 
previous. Added to those of the Zymotic class, the total, 
Digestive, amounts to 5112, nearly 23 per cent, of the 
whole number, or in the ratio of 1 to 4.44. The mal^ 
have an excess of 196, or nearly S per cent. 

Hemorrhage from the Bowels, Liver and Stomach, 
amounts to 30 cases, against 12 in 1852. Dropsy records 
a less number, 327 against 383 in 1852. Dyspepsia reduces 
the previous year's report one half, 4 casea being reported. 
The cases of Jaundice, 38 against 34 of 1852, are mostly 
infantile. * 
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Of Intussusception of the Intestines, Eeus or (and) Colic, 
36 cases occurred; in 1852, there were 55 casea — show- 
ing very favorably for 1853, in its report of these vio- 
lent abdominal difficulties. 

The several pertaining Inflammations number 643, against 
676 in 1852, a decrease. But Marasmus, as usual, num- 
bers nearly half the fatality belonging to this system, in 
this class — 1156 against 1107 in 1852; ahowing, however, 
no very important increase. Some of these cases, 55, 
were in adult life. 

In the Record of this year will be found a single case of 
Obesity — a male between 70 and 80 years of age, and 
occurring in the month of February. The only other 
instance of which the registration of this city has any ac- 
count, was in 1849 — a female, between 40 and 50 years 
of tfge, and occurring in the month of April. 

Piks appear to have been fatal in a single case ailso; 
1849 and 1851 had each a case, and these three cases are 
the only ones we can refer to. 

There were 4 cases of Imperforate anus (malformation) 
— 3 males and 1 female; and 1 case of Poisoning by Arse- 
nic — a female, between 25 and 30 years of age. 

Softening of the Stomach {Gastro malacia) affords 20 

cases, the only instances upon the record of this city — all 

of them infants under two years of age, and occurring in 

German practice. An adult case of Salivation and an 

' adult case of Starvation are registered. 

Two cases of Suicide by Arsenic — male and female — and 
one case of Suicide by Starvation — a male — occurred; the 
^.latter was also a subject of Insanity. 
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Teething numbers about its usual proportion of fatality; 
163, against 177 during 1852. 

Worms are reported to have been fatal in 6 cases; in 
1852 this number was doubled, and on looking back a 
number of years, there appears a great decline of deaths 
from this cause. In 1834, 56 cases are reported, and dur- 
ing the several early decennial periods of the present cen- 
tury, no year had less than 13 cases registered. 

The Generative System^ of this class, contains 121 cases 
against 62 during 1852; a very large increase, being 59 
or over 95 per cent. Combining the two classes, and thus 
representing the whole number of fatal cases by disease of 
the Procreative functions, the excess of those reported 
in 1853 amounts to the reduced proportion of rather over 
69 per cent. 

There appears but one male — a case of Scirrhus of 
Prostate Gland — which, with the occurrence of 4 cases in 
1848, arc the only recorded instances that appear in this 
city^s mortality. 

Uterine Bleeding occurred in 23 cases, against 10 the 
previous year. 

Cancer of the Womb reached 33 cases, against 21 in 
1852. There were also 9 cases of Cancer of the Breast — 
none the year before — probably were reported simply 
Cancer^ without stating locality, which is rather careless 
certification, though sometimes pursued by eminent practi- 
tioners. 

The solitary instance of " Malpractice^^ recorded, is 
probably well remembered; the title of the case is the 
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verdict of the inquest. How urgently does this prove the 
necessity of some protecting laws in relation to the un- 
qualified practice of medicine — and might not many other 
instances of reckless quackery be adduced in testimony of 
the flagrant freedom of medical pursuit ? 

There were 3 cases of Rupture of the Womb, a less num- 
ber than during any year since 1849, when the same num- 
ber occurred; in 1850, 5 cases — in 1851, 7 cases — 1852, 9 
cases. The report, therefore, is decidedly favorable dur- 
ing 1853. One was between twenty-five and thirty years 
of age, and two were between thirty and forty years 
of age. 

In the Integumentive System, of this class, but few cases 
occurred. Carbuncles appear to have been fatal in 6 cases 
— 4 males and 2 females; 2 happened in infancy — 1 be- 
tween twenty and thirty years of age, 2 between fifty and 
sixty years of age, and 1 between sixty and seventy years 
of age. 

Diseases of the Locomotive and Osseous System number 
123 cases — 67 males, 57 females — against 95 cases in 1852. 
The proportion to the whole number of deaths is small — 
as 1 to 185. Rheumatism stands the highest on the Record 
— 38 cases against 31 cases in 1852, and equally divided 
between the sexes. Spinal Disease — no other term given, 
and very probably some of them belong to the Brain and 
JVervov^ System — numbers 23 cases, 8 males and 15 females. 
Hip Disease proved fatal in 19 cases — 14 males and 5 fe" 
males; in 1852, 7 cases occurred. The 5 cases of malfor- 
mation were spinal, {cleft, or bifida.) Of the various ulcer- 
ations of the Bones, 18 cases are reported, against 9 the 
previous year. 

30 
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Old ^ge. Deaths by this cause are allege^ to number 
in this year's report, 175 inatances, against 160 the 
previous — 68 during the first half year, aud 107 dorin 
the remaining period. There appears to be a wide dil 
parity between the sexes — 67 males and 108 females. Til 
following statement will show the aggs attained : 



n 50 to 60 years.. . 
60 to 70 " . . . 
70 to 80 " . . , 
80 to 90 " . . . 
90 to 100 " ... 
100 and upward.. 



Total . 



,.175 



The total number for the year, of those from 50 years I 
100 years and upward, is 2,172, of which but 175 died f 
Old Jlge; and there can be but little doubt that full 1( 
oT these instances might have been differently cevtifie< 
The earlier decades in the catalogue have scarcely a clai 
to the venerable distinction of Old Mge. The expresaic 
mast therefore be talten with a marginal or liberal r 

serve. 

• 

Premature Births. Of these, 355 cases are reported- 
maies 199, females 156, Under this head, it ia intendl 
to note all those who are born living, but die in a aho 
period — -within a few hours or days-— of no other knon 
cause than immature gestation. During the year previoi 
there were 225 cases; the increase is 130 — over 
seven per cent.^a large advance. 

It is very certain, however, that implicit reliance can- 
not be placed upon the figures, as showing the precise 
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distinction designed to be represented — for undoubtedly, 
among the number reported Premature^ some are Still-born . 
Therefore, without strict uniformity of certification by 
physicians, the Keport of these cases cannot be an accurate 
index of its pretensions. The relative position of the 
sexes forms some slight evidence of the numbers reported, 
possessing an approximation to correct returns; and part 
of the excess of the past year's statement is unquestiona- 
bly owing to an improvement in^fche detail of Obstetric 
certificates — some that would have been returned Inani- 
tion, &c., with no further explanation, now appear among 
the Premature, A recurrence to this subject will engage 
attention in the remarks upon the Still-born, 

The Respiratory System. Diseases thus designated form 
the largest division contained in the report for 1853. Of 
this class — No. 2, Sporadic — there appears an aggregate of 
5,069 cases — 2,740 males and 2,329 females; an excess of 
411 males, or about 18 per cent. — exceeding the male pro- 
portion of the total annual mortality between 1 and 2 per 
cent. 

The proportion to the whole, that the various diflSculties 
of the Lungs and appendages bear, is 26 per cent., or 
as 1 to 3*84. The tendency to this mode of dissolution is 
thus exhibited as leading all others. The tabular prepon- 
derance presented in this return may well awaken the at- 
tention of the medical philanthropist to its interesting 
import, and admonish the world of the dangerous suscep- 
tibility identified with the organs of Kespiration. 

Let us compare these diseases with those of the Diges- 
tive order for a few past years. Placed in this attitude 
they deserve notice. 
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1847. Digestive, 'i 

1848 

1849, 

1850, 

1851 

18S2. 

1853. 



!Sn 3,670 
5;;;i 110,522 
Kni 4,171 

J,f4! 5,530 
t:^!'!} 5,426 
JSS 5,112 



-Resp'tory, ^S2& JSI S, 



Totals, Digestive 38,191— Respiratory.. 

Excess of Digestive over Respiratory, during tlio 



IS} 4,179 

SI 6.! 
ISfS, 

, 32,47& 

5,712 

^ The years 1848, 1850, and 1853, show the Respiratory 
diseases to be in excess; 1847, 1849, (the cliolera year) 
1851 and 1852, show the Digestive preponderance. Thus 
classified, it will be noticed how nearly alike, as a nitot 
they appear. Aside from the Cholera Epidemic, the JH- 
gestivE invasion is slightly in numerical precedence, estab- 
lishing about an even liability to fatality from derange- 
ment of the nourishing and breathing functions. 

Of course, Consumption — so announced, — stands the 
most prominent amounting, this year, to the highest num- 
ber ever reported, 2,739, against 2,487 of the year prei 
vious, an increase of 252 cases, or about 10 per cent. 

The proportion that this disease bears to the wholi 
order — both classes — is 46 per cent.; and the proportioi 
it bears to the whole number of deaths reported is 12 peu, 
cent,, or as 1 to 8'28; that is, one-eighth of those dying u 
this city throughout the past year, were victims to Con- 
sumption. Medical statisticians have set it down as 
rule, that as many as a sixth of the human race fall by 
disease. The present Report, therefore, exhibits a riei 
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rather more favorable than the computed average arrived 
at by comparative estimation. 

As this disease is more prominent in the mind and mem- 
ory of mankind than any other — looked into with a deeper 
concern — the subject of unceasing pseudo-medical specu- 
lation and experiment, and the source of much painful 
yet patient anxiety, it is appropriate to enter into a fur- 
ther analysis of its statistics. It is rather a curious coin- 
cidence that the semi-annual statements should present in 
their figures so close an identity. 

The Annual Recapitulation informs us that during the 
first half year, there were 698 males and 671 females; 
total 1,369; and during the second half year, there were 
699 males and 671 females, total 1,370; the whole number 
of males is 1,397, and of females 1,342; excess of males 
65, or only about 4 per cent., nearly equal participants. 
The ages in this disease are generally deemed of suflScient 
^portance to engage particular attention; indeed, some 
of the medical profession have doubted the existence of 
true Consumption in persons at either extreme of the 
cycle of human life — an instance of one of the multifarious 
theories of the day; but whatever may be the correct 
vi8w, certain it is, that physicians in their certificates, do 
not recognize any defined exclusiveness, as will be seen 
■ by the following statement. There appear reported, of 

1 year and under 4 107 

1 to 2 years 71 

2 to 5 " 82 

StolO " 67 
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10 to 20 years 236 

20to30 " 823 

30to40 " 611 

40to50 " 359 

o0to60 " 209 

60to70 " 114 

70to80 " 45 

80 to 90 " 13 

90 to 100 " 1 

Not given 1 

Total 2,739 

From 20 to 40, the period which all agree, is usuallj 
marked with the heaviest fatality, it will be observed, 
announces more than half of the reported number; and 
from 70 to 100, when, according to some certificates re- 
ceived, " Old Age^^ must be the cause of life's termination, 
we find 59 instances of declared Consumption^ supposed 
by some, whose qualifications to form accurate judgment 
may not be disputed, to have left this pulmonary liabili% 
far in the distant past. 

As an evidence how little variation there appears in the 
monthly mortality, by this disorder, it will be sufficient to 
state that the highest number occurred in October — to wit, 
126 males and 135 females; total, 261 cases. The lowest 
number occurred in July — to wit, 93 males and 110 fe- 
males; total, 203 cases — difiference, 58. The uniformity 
is worthy of remark, not only during the past year, but 
also during the previous year. 

The several Pulmonary Inflammations — of the Chest, 
Lungs and Throat, as reported, number 1204 cases — 656 
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males and 548 females; excess of males, 108, or nearly 
twenty per cent. This report exceeds that of 1852, when 
1132 cases were returned — showing an increase of 72 
cases. The highest number on record was in 1851, amount- 
ing to 1368 cases — exceeding the report of 1853 to the ex- 
tent of 164 cases; the comparison is therefore favorable. 

Public Execution was performed in 4 instances — 2 in 
January, 1 in February, and 1 in June. The ages are thus 
noted— 1 from 10 to 20; 2 from 20 to 30; and 1 from 40 
to 50. 

There were 9 cases of Suicide by interference with the 
organs of Respiration — 8 males and 1 female — all occur- 
ring during the latter six months. 

StiU'born. — The returns furnish us, as might reasonably 
be anticipated, with an increase during 1853. The report 
shows, that from some error of gestation or parturition — 
in most cases, unknown 'to the practitioner — 1,575 in- 
stances of deceased births occurred — 898 males and 677 
females — excess of males, 221, or nearly thirty-three per 
cent. 1 The proportion to the whole mortality is about 
seven per cent, or as 1 to 14.41. 

A retrospect for a few years, will doubtless be of utility 
in the present report. The relative position of the sexes 
is particularly an interesting theme for observation and 
reflection. 

Pfemature Births, being so nearly allied to the Still- 
born, it is appropriate to connect them — at least in the 
comparison, if not otherwise. It has been previously re- 
marked, that in many instances, the certificates do not 
distinguish them — that is, a portion reported Premature 
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Births, and so classed in the tables, properly belong to tfaa 
Still-born. The intention of a distinct classification is t(E 
ascertain how many, born living, whose death shortlji 
after, may be ascribed to untimely parturition, as well i 
to obtain the uun4>er of those who are ushered into Qks 
world witli life irrecoverably extinct. With this intrc 
duction, we append the statistics, past and present: 



1,3SD 



leeS S9S 677 1S75 190 166 335 1,910 

AddttioDB. .iSn 3680 BBS7 Ut 639 13SS 9fl» 

Thus exhibiting, that during the last seven years the 
two conditions combined amount to 9,940 — males, 5,621 — 
females, 4,319; excess of males, 1,302, or thirty per cent. I 
The proportion to the whole number of deaths for ihi 
same time, to wit, 138,785, is over seven per cent,, or it 
1 to 13.09. 

But whence this large excess of males ? Have (as it is' 
supposed) cranial dimensions, the greater agency ia it^ 
production ? 

If we extend our examination back as far as ISSf- 

taking the Premature and Still-born, jointly — ■ 

arrive at the following similar comparative estimate^ 

From 1837 to 1840 inclusive— ratio . . .1 to 13.69 

" 1841 to 1844 ■' " . . .1 to 12.49 

" 1845 to 1848 " " ...1 to 12.84 

" 1849 to 1852 " " . . .1 to 14.64 
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Showing that the ratio of the latest combination of years 
decidedly more favorable than any preceding it — in 
other words — ^fewer instances of this description of mor- 
tality, in proportion to the whole, occurred then, than at 
5xny other time within the series. 

It has already been shown what the ratio of the Still- 
born to the general total is for 1853; but united with the 
Premature, it is as 1 to 11.76, and presents a less favorable 
aspect than during any year since 1846, when it stood as 
1 to 11.35, the highest proportion in the comparative 
period. It is therefore apparent, that the registra- 
tion of 1853, has an undue share of the blighted germs of 
human existence, swelling its necrological statistics. 

The Urinary Organs do not appear, in the reports, to 
meet with the destructive disorganization, leading to a 
heavy mortuary record. The returns though, for the past 
year, are largely in advance of previous report — 104 cases 
against 45 in 1852 — over one hundred and thirty-one per 
cent ! 71 were males and 23 were females. 

AUmminaria or (and) Brighfs Disease of the Kidneys, 
numbers 44 cases — much the most prominent in this order, 

A single case of Gravel is reported — a female — ^formerly 
this disease was more frequent. The highest number on^ 
record occurred in 1834, when 8 cases were returned. 
Since that period, eight years have passed without a 
fatal instance. 

Injlammation of the Kidneys and Bladder — grouped — 
numbers 40 cases, against 43 the previous year. 

31 
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A single case of Cancer of the KHjieys is reported — a 
male, between 20 and 30 years of age. 

Four instances of Retentitm of Urine occurred— 2 male* 
and 2 females — 3 infants and 1 of adult years. The firs^ 
case on record is noted in 1819. Since thon, at interr&Lj 
the registration furnishes evidences of its fatality; but i 
no other year than 1834 has a number equal to the pa- 
year been reported. 

The last division of the Class is one requiring the apf^c 
lation of Uncertain or Indefinite, in consequence of the i 
perfect manner pursued by some physicians in writing out 
their certificates. The slightest hint^at locality toiiH 
lead to a proper and definite classification, and hence af- 
ford a much more accurate functional distribution of lie 
numerous fatal ailings in the vocabulary of medical Uterar 
ture. Allusion is not made here to those diseases that 
seem to baffie the most acientiSc research, to asaertailb 
their chief point of attack, and to clearly "define theipl 
position;" nor is it to be inferred that, in every instance 
where the local character of the complaint is pointed orf 
iu the certificates, we pretend to claim an unexccptionaUd 
functional arrangement. Imperfect knowledge, as well t 
differences of opinion, are too characteristic of mankiuj 
*for the possession of immunity from doubtful propriety 
But we aim especially at the negligence of those who is 
form us that the cause of death was Abscess, or Bleeding 
or Cancer, or Congestion, or Inflammation, ov Malform^ 
Hon, or Melanosis, or Rupture, or Scirrhus, &,c. ; all of thfifl 
true deranged conditions, terminating in death, and doal 
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iess^ ample cause for such an unhappy event. Still, how 
xnuch more satisfactory would be the appearance of the 
^registration, and what additional capacity it would pos- 
sess, to extend a serviceable knowledge, if the indications 
of organic diflSculty were not withheld. 

The total number of deaths included in the Indefinite 
division of Sporadic disease's, is 1371 — 801 males and 570 
females. In comparison with the past seven years, it is 
truly remarkable, to notice how closely similar each year's 
returns are presented. This is clearly a proof that we 
are not making any very flattering progress in descriptive 
and intelligent announcement of the character and place 
of the diseases thus terminating fatally; and in looking 
further back, we readily discern, thq^t in proportion to the 
annual totals, the undefined causes were notably less; the 
certificates rendered, therefore, must have been more care- 
fully drawn up, and better designed to fulfill the purpose 
of a faithful and instructive Kecord. Among the group, 
the largest appears to be Debility, extending to 438 instan- 
ces. Much the greater part is infantile; but the entire 
scale of ages is represented, and the only information with 
which the Department is furnished, of the deranged condi- 
tion leading to dissolution, is, that in these numerous cases, 
they werejoo weak to live ! 

An instance of fatality by Drinking Cold Water, is re- 
ported — a female — occurring in August — age between 40 
and 50 years. Seldom, now-a-days, do the Records show 
any cases of this peculiar affection. The first of which 
there appears any notice, were in 1805, when 11 were re- 
ported; from thence to 1819, a few cases are noticed; dur- 
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ing the succeeding year, 1818, 16 CEiaes occurred. . Thfl 
higlieat numbci- over announced wae in 1825, when 77 io 
stances were fatal; in 1834, 40 cases were reported, anc 
since then, the deaths by this cause have been but 
Bional, and the disordered condition itself a car eel; 
known. • 

The case of Melanosis reported, is one of extreme raril 
in the returns of this country; it occurred in a female, l» 
tween 40 and 50 years of age, in the month of January, 
No other instance appears on record. 

The last to be noticed, that are assigned a diatinct posi 
tion in the arrangement, are the Unknown, numbering, for 
1853, 119 cases-^73 males and 46 females — less than duf 
ing any year since 1846. The great disparity between thfl 
sexes ia partly explained by the fact that the majority ( 
cases thus reported are the subjects of Coroner's inqnests 
and as males are the most exposed to fatal influences, 80 
more of them are discovered dead, with no attendant cip 
cumatances to solve the mysterious mortal agency; i 
hence, under the authority of the laws, they are returiie^ 
to the Department as " Deaths from causes unknown to tl 
Jury." 

In concluding the review of the diseases reported de 
ing 1853, a summary from the Table of Classes and Syi 
terns combined, with the proportions attached, in compari 
son with those of 1852, will doubtless be acceptable as I 
Tide to a knowledge of their relative effect and poffl 
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1853. Prop, per cbut . 1853. Prop, per cent. 

Brain and Nervous 4,123—19.09 4,8'74— 21.47 

Circulatory 373— 1.73 433— 1.91 

Digestive 5,426—25.12 5,112—32.51 

Generative 217— 1.00 268— 1.18 

Integumentive 1,534— 7.10 1,436— 6.32 

Locomotive & Osseous . 95 — .44 123 — .54 

Old Age 160— .74 175— • .77 

Premature Birth 225— 1.04 355— 1.56 

Eespiratory ,... 5,368—24.85 5,912—26.04 

Still-born 1,405— 6.50 1,575— 6.94 

Urinary 45— .21 104— .46 

Uncertain, &c 2,463—11.40 2,216— 9.76 

Unknown 167— .77 119— .52 

Totals 21,601 ' 22,702 

1852. 1853. 

Zymotic 6,543—30.29 5,886—25.93 

Sporadic , 15,058—79.71 16,816—74.07 

Totals 21,601 22,702 

It will be noticed, that the classification adopted in this 
Report has not the usual distinct place for " deaths by ex- 
ternal causation,'^ as they are termed — without seeking to 
disparage such arrangement — it has appeared preferable, 
to assign each specific cause its appropriate systematic po- 
sition — as near as may be ascertained. Attention has 
already been directed to our comprehensive table of " exter- 
nal mortality.'^ 
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BIRTHS AXD MARRIAGES. 
TABLE OP BIRTHS. 

During the latter part of the session of the Lcgislatof 
of 1853, an act agreeably to the recommendation contune 
in our last Report, was passed for the registration of BirQ 
and Marriages, applying, however, only to this city, 
act "was simply amendatory of the law of 1S47, for ( 
same purpose, and extending its application throoghoa 
the State, but which became a nullity owing to a negleo 
in framing it, of providing for its efficiency by the attach 
ment of a penalty for violating its injunctions. Th( 
present act, possessing this ratlier neceaaary feature, t 
hies the Department to exhibit the frnita of its operatioi 
for the past six months, the 1st of July last being the pe 
riod fixed for the commencement of its legal operation. 

The whole number of Births reported is 10,157, of wliid 
5,302 are males, and 4,855 are females; the males havini 
an excess of 147, or over nine per cent. The male | 
ponderance is almost without an exception, whcrevei 
returns are made. A neighboring city, in 1S52, reportecj 
the anomaly of one female birth, excess; unquestionably 
in consequence of incomplete registration. It may be 
supposed that the law of male surplus is not adequately 
sustained in our present report, and that it falls far shoFt 
of the essential proportion. We have already seen that 
during the last six mouths the male deaths exceeded 1 
female deaths more than nineteen per cent.; hence it K 
be perceived that our Birt/i Register shows a de&ciei 
that might seem of a very important bearing, and so H 
would, if left unexplained; it should bo understood, how 
ever, that the male mortuary excess presented in our ] 
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port, is not the average throughout the whole country, 
many more male than female strangers die in this city. 
Casualties, also, are much more frequent in large cities, 
proportionally, than in other places less densely inhabited; 
and, of course, the greater male exposure causes the 
greater male mortality. Hence, it is evident that our 
relative statistics do not possess the features of the gene- 
ral laws, or principles of population. It is, therefore, not 
difl&cult to clearly understand the whole subject of local 
increase or decrease, if we bear in mind the relative cir- 
cumstances of town and country life. Separately each is 
susceptible of erroneous interpretation, but in connection, 
they cannot fail to sustain the established rules of human 
numerical progress. In this view the Births reported do 
ndt appear much, if any, beneath the usual line of diflFer- 
ence between the sexes. 

Exhibiting the table, in the precedence of numbers, the 
monthly statements appear thus: 

In August, there were born 1,846 

October, " " 1,778 

November, *' " 1,698 

September, " " 1,640 

December, " " 1,604 

July, " " 1,591 

Total 10,157 

Among them there were 114 colored births, 55 males and 
59 females; here there is a female excess, though easily 
accounted for. The colored births have evidently failed 
in being reported as regularly as the white births; a 
glance, at the table will show this very plainly. This 
therefore, is suf&cient of itself to prove that the female 
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preponderance in our Returns does not form an exceptioi 
10 the rule. An additional evidence of a non-uniform re 
port of colored births may be gathered, also, from a conr 
parison of ihe proportions existing between the white 
colored deaths and the white and colored births — the 
in trutii. this may be an adjunct indication of the dimin.^' 
tion process previously alluded to, — thus stated: 

Prepdiltcio of Mlirvd WirhiW p»rt»li^, daring IkjI s.im<iiU]i!...l 
■■ Binbi, '■ " " ....I 

The Registration of Births in this city may be said to 
have scarcely become, a general observance. Suffideiit . 
time has not yet elapsed lo get it into fall effect. like 
the operation of similar laws elsewhere, it has, in its. 
incipiencT, failed to announce all the births that have o^ 
curred. Delinquency in these returns is much to be 
r^retted. Compulsory process iu order to obtaiu l^jalj 
discipline, is an exceedingly unpleasant resort; and 
trust that none will require its inMction. To omit t 
performance of a wise and salutary measure^ in the &ce o 
a solemn statute, should be deemed by all too snbreran 
of the faithfulness of good citizenship to pass < 
and the incompleteness of our Xatal Reconl e2 
direct evidence of reprehensible neglect. Pfajsieini 
afaoolcl not fail in strictly adhering to the i 
I of this essaitial eoactmeni As a legal requisite it i» u 
' isTalaable. The ends of justice, in those countries « 
for ages, this law has formed one of the elements of I 
wise government, are signally promoted; pergonal iA 
titj is at once secured, for the public records contain 1 
■ece^aj; testi3DU«y, asd the birth-rights of a whole en 
wudt; are ataiiitaiiied sacred and inTtolate from i 
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x-apacity of the base and designing, without the inter- 
"vention of doubtful and perplexing litigation. 

To the Medical Profession we must look for the accom- 
plishment of this worthy object; it is alone within the 
province of their labors; and, learned and intelligent as 
"the duties of their profession oblige them to be, to what 
class can the public look with as much propriety to in- 
struct them in the laws of life ? Birth registration, inde- 
pendent of its legal value and necessity, cannot fail to 
assist in gathering together the scattered parts, chapters, 
titles and sections of the great code of ^human existence, 
from which, when better understood, health may be pro- 
moted and life extended. Vital statistics are growing in 
the public favor. They should not be idly passed over as 
a mass of unmeaning figures; they require, however, uni- 
formity and completeness. Let it, then, be the pride, as it 
is the duty, of all to contribute their share to the fund of 
knowledge. And I am happy to announce that, while a 
few physicians neglect to furnish their monthly statements, 
as a general thing, the more eminent and respectable, 
regularly report their births. The novelty of the mea- 
sure, so far as this city is concerned, has been no incon- 
siderable obstacle to its due fulfillment. The force of 
habit is not easily resisted. The professional vade mecum, 
in the privacy of its memoranda, has so long monopolized 
the advent of human existence, to the detriment of vital 
science, that, at the earnest solicitation of the medical 
fraternity themselves, the Legislature of this State, de- 
sirous also of being in the line of progression with its 
neighboring governments, enacted, that in future the 
evidences of nativity should be transferred to the publicity 
of the County Records. 

32 
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THE MOSTHLY EETtTRNS OP MAERLA.QE8. 

This exceedingly important registration forme, also, {(d 
the first time in the annual reports from this Department! 
an interesting tabular statement. It is not as full as i 
should be, but the short time that it has been a compulaor-j 
feature of our laws, to make these returns, probably mna.^^ 
be advanced aa a reason for this deficiency; it is, howev e g ^ 
trusted that soon a more general compliance with t 
provisions of the act will be pursued, and thus improve t^ 
report as a statistical guide. 

The whole number of marriages recorded for the p«M 
sis months is 3,203 — being an average of about 534 
mouth. In the precedence of numbers they occurred lu 
follows : 



m 



... Sift 

... sg 



In October the number of marriages reported was. , 
" September " " " 

" November " " " 

" August " " " 

" July 
" December " " " 

Total 3,208 

Of this number, 34 males and 32 females, were colored. 

By referring to the table it will be seen that this 
anomaly has its record in November — 15 colored mail 
and 13 colored females were then reported — of course, 
corresponding deficiency of two white males occurs, O' 
totheamalgamationof two white females with two col< 
males! 

Of the conditions — 2,869 were single males, and 2,& 
were single females, being 61 more females than malei 
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334 were widowers, and 273 were widows, showing, of 
Ciourse, the same difference — 61 more males than females. 

Marriage of the Single. 89.54 per cent. 

" Widowed 10.46 " 

Thus stated, and as follows, it is not unworthy of an ap- 
jDropriate commentary by those who have a penchant for 
seeking into the economy of social habits and the mystery 
of connubial preferences. 

Joint comparison of Conditions and Sexes. 

Highest. Lowest. 

Females, single. . . .2,930 Males, single 2,869 

Males, widowed . • . 334 Females, widowed 273 



Totals 3264 Totals 3,142 

Excess of the first division, 122 or 3.88 per «ent. — ^indi- 
cating that the tendencies to matrimonial alliance are 
nearly four per cent, greater among single females and 
widowed males, than among single males and widowed fe- 
males. An analysis of other marriage tables will doubt- 
less exhibit similar positions. 

In relation to the ages, it will be seen that a wide dif- 
ference in numbers occurs, (as it should be, however,) 
between the males and females under 20 years — 38 of the 
former and 613 of the latter. The next tabular period 
— ^from 20 to 25 years — the disparity is considerably 
removed — 1,016 males and 1,404 females — their highest 
number in the scale. From 25 to 30 years the prepon- 
derance has changed sides — 1,155 males — their highest 
number in the scale, and 699 females. 

Thus it appears, that while the period most congenial to 
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female marriage ia from 20 to 25 years, that to male ma^■ 
riago is from 25 to 30. The customs of unptial polit] 
with us. favoring but a trifling priority on the part of thi 
female sex. In some foreign countries, while, as a genera 
role, they do not unite quite bo young, the female pr^' 
ority ia atill leas, the marriage ages are more cqairaJent, 

From 30 to 35 years, the numbers become reduced mOH 
than 50 per cent, — 513 males and 232 females; and froi 
35 to 40, 198 males and 90 fcnmlea; from 40 to 45, t 
diminished number of 87 males and 46 females ia reached! 
Beyond this, the report shows that but few marriages occur 
— they read thus, 45 to 50, 4Y males and 17 females; from 
60 to 55, 37 males and 10 females; from 55 to 60, 8 males 
and 3 females; from GO to 65, 8 males and 1 female; 
65 to 70, 4 males and 2 females; from 70 to 75, 2 males; 
and from 75»to 80, 1 male. 

The unknown column (of ages) ia rather more largel; 
represented than the law contemplated — 80 males and 9i 
females — and it is trusted, that in future, this omission o 
definiteness will not occur, as it necessarily renders the re 
cord, 80 far as it concerns the parties themsclTea, of mvfi} 
less legal utility, in the event of litigated inheritance; i 
difficulty that is often a puzzling subject for adjudicatioj 
before our courts of justice. 

For the benefit of those who may not have seen the ati 
passed during the session of the Legislature in 1853, al 
well as for the convenience of reference, it ia here inee 
Copies of this act were sent from this office to such 
gymen and physicians, whose names and residences coi 
be found iu the directory, together with the follo' 
instructions: 
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City Inspector's Department, (New City Hall,) 

New York, June, 1853. 

Sir: — ^Your attention is directed to an act to amend an act, entitled, ''An Act 
l^iroyiding for the Registry of Births, Marriages and Deaths,'' passed at the 
^^te session of our Legislature, to take effect on the Ist of July. 

As it is important that a full and accurate Registry shall be obtained, Physi- 

<^lans, Clergymen and others, will see the necessity of prompt compliance with the 

Xav« without incurnng the penalty for neglect. A copy of the Law, and forms 

of certificates, arc included in this Circular, and blanks will be furnished at this 

office. 

It is particularly requested, that the names be written in full, and all the re- 
quirements of the law, as to date, birth-place, age, sex, residence, condition in 
lifoj occupation, term of residence in this city, color* and the direct and indirect 
cause of death may be stated as near as can be ascertained. 

It will be obseired, that a return of all Births and Marriages " shall be made on 
or before the first Monday of each and every month." 

Respectfully, 

THOMAS K. DOWNING, City Inspector. 



AN ACT 

TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED " AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRY OF BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES AND DEATHS," 
PASSED APRIL 2, 1853. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Asiembly, do 
enact as follows: 

§ 1. It shall be the duty of the clergymen, magistrates, and other persons who 
perform the marriage ceremony in the city of New York, to keep a registry of t)ie 
marriages celebrated by them, which shall contain, as near as the same can be 
ascertained, the names and surnames of the parties married, the residence, age and 
condition of each — whether single or widowed. It shall also be the duty of phy- 
sicians and professional midwives, to keep a registry of the several births in which 
they have assisted professionally, which shall contain, as near as the same can be 
ascertained, the time of such birth, name, sex and color of the child, the names 
and residence of the parents, and to report the same on or before the first Monday 
of each and every month, to the City Inspector of the city of New Ydrk ; and 
physicians who have attended deceased persons in their last illness, shall, in the 
certificate of the decease of such person, specify, as near as the same can be 
ascertained, the name and surname, age, occupation, term of residence in said city, 
place of nativity, condition in life, (whether single, married, widow or widower,) 
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colur, Isil place of reiiilenEe, and the direct and indirect cause of death of eaiA 
decended porfom ; uid the ooroDorB of the citj and county of New York, in 
cases u nn inquest mny have been held, Ehsll, in their ccrtlficite^, confonn Ui tlie 
requirements of this aection of thia net. 

§ 2. The Cit; Inspector of the cit; of Sew York shall keep : 
bitths, marriages and deatbi reported to bim ; the hirlba ehaU be 

record nf births shall slate, ia lepusle eoluiaai!, the place and date of birth, 

name, soi and color of the child, the name and residence of the parenta, %t ^^ftk 

09 ho hae received the same, and the time nheo tbo record wu mude. Tbs tBlf-^ 

nagcfi nhaU he nnmhered nad record^ in the order in which th^ 

(ho reeordiug officer ; and tbo record thereof iball state, in sepatalc calnmng, the 

dale of marriage, name, residence and official station, (if anj) of the perwin bj 

whom married, Ihc names and rnmamOB of the parties, age, the color and 

uf each, (whetbor single or widowed) and Ibe time whan the record n 

The deaths shall be likewise numbered and recorded, and the record thereof ahall 

state, in separate columns, as far the same is reported, the date of doneate, 

and lomame, condition, (whether single, married or widowed) age, place of birtk, 

place of death, occupation, namoi of the parents, [when on infant without nun*,) 

disease, direct and indirect caoss of death, color, and last place of rendeiuie of 

sach deceased person, and the time when the record was made. 

5 3. It shall he the duty of the Citj Inspector of the city of Now York, on th«' 
third Monday in each month, to transmit an abstract uf bis registry of 
births and deaths, for the month next preceding, dnly certifjed, In die Seentaij 
of State. 

f 4. The City Inspector of the city of Ncir York, for hia vervicea as reqnind bf 
this act, shall be entitled to reoeive such fees for recording each birth, miirria^ DT' 
death, as the Board of Supervisors of the city uf Heir York may estaUiiA ; Ot 
fees Cor the recording of births being payable by the Board ot Supcrriaoca, and the- 
recording of marriages by the person reporting the same ; it being providail, thai 
tbs fee for recording each birth or marriage shall not exce 

- other person ^olemniiing a marriage, alnt 
this act, shall be entitled 
reesivo for the same, ('rom the parties, the sum of at least one dolliir ; oot of-wbiA 
he shall pay the fee for the recording of such morringe, 

§ 6. The Secrelsiy of .Slate shall prepare and fum^h to the City 
the city of New York, blank lotma of returns ns hereinbefore specified, and I 
accompany the same nitb mob instructions and osplouationa as may be neoai 
and ueefol, and he shall recciire the sud retnms and prepare from theok taeb ti 
lar results, with remarks thereon, as will render them of praelical nlility; 
shall make a report Ibcreof annually to the Legislature. 



$ 7. Every person who shall oegleot or rcfaae to comply 
pronsions of this act, shall forfeit and 
Ian, to be sued for and reoovered in tb 



violate tb* 
ach oSence the sura of Bit/ 
the Mayor, Aldenacn and Cob* 
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monalty of the city of New Vork ; and the penalty, when recovered, shall be paid 
oYer, one-half thereof to the corporation of the city of New York, and one-half 
to the party making complaint thereof. 

§ 8. All such parts of the act entitled " An act providing for the regifiti-y of 
births, marriages and deaths," passed April 28, 1847, as relates to the city of New 
York, conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this act, is hereby repealed. 

§ 9. This act shall take effect on the first day of July next, before which t^me 
the Secretary of Stat« shall cause a copy of the same to be officially published in 
at least one of the papers published in the city of Now Vork, with a notice to all 
magistrates, clergymen, physicians and other persons interested, of the time when 
it will become a law. 

State of New York, > 
Secretary's Office. 5 ^ ^^^^ compared the preceding with an original law on 

file in this office, and do certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 

of the whole of said original. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city of Albany, this 
[l. s.] eighteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three . 

ARCH'D CAMPBELL, 

Deputy Secretary of State. 



And it affords much gratification to be enabled to 
acknowledge that, with few exceptions, the detail of medi- 
cal certification has since been considerably improved. Still 
it may not be amiss to urge physicians to leave no blank 
spaces in their certificates, if by any possibility the needed 
information can be obtained; it requires buta moment of 
time to fully certify all that the law imposes, and when 
given, the Department is enabled to render to the Secre- 
tary of State, to the city authorities and to the community 
a satisfactory statement, in conformity to the statutes and 
ordinances. In order to obviate any difificulty that may 
arise from not having a supply of blanks when needed, it 
is deemed proper to exhibit the forms of the several certi- 
ficates, which will readily furnish a guide to both the un- 
initiated and forgetful. 
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BIBTH CBBTIFICATE. 



No. 


New York, 




This certifies, that a 


{Sex.) 


Infant of 


was born on the 


day of 




at No. 






Infant's name, {if any.) 






Color, 







185 . 



185 , 



Pkytician. 



MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. 





New Yor 


K, 


185 


This certifies, that 






(Widower,) 


bom in 


aged 


years. 


months* 


days, residing at 








and 






(Widow) bom in 




aged 


years, 


months. 


days, residing at 








were married by me, on the 


day of 




185 


at 






according to the 


laws of this State . 








Color, Signed 






* 


Official Station, 





No. 



DEATH CERTIFICATE. 

New York, 



This certifies, that 



born in 
died on the 
at 

Cause of i Direct, 
Death. > Indirect, 

iiOity, 
Elemarks, 



aged 



years, 



months, 



day of 



185 . 

days, 
185 . 



Occupation, Term of residence in 

Condition : (Single, Married, Widowed) 

Physician. 
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THE HETEOROlOGICAl REGISTER. 

According to the usual custom of late years, this valua- 
ble table occupies a place in the Report, in connection with 
the statistics that principally form the matter of this annual 
volume. Observations, taken daily, of the character of the 
weather, are essentially pertinent. Atmospheric condi- 
tions have so important a bearing upon the prevalence, as 
well as the phase of vital derangements, that there seems 
a peculiar propriety in coupling, with a detailed report of 
the Necrology of the city, a full and regular series of Me- 
teorological notices. The New York Hospital, well situ- 
ated for accurate observations, has kindly, through its 
Apothecary, furnished them to us by permitting us to copy 
from their books, the notes of their daily journal. In com- 
parison with the previous year, the highest thermometric 
point attained, in 1853, exceeds but one degree — being 
^n 1852, 92 degrees, and in 1853, 93 'degrees, occurring in 
the same month. Duration, rather than excess of high tem- 
perature, marked the season. A wider difference is apparent 
between the points reached at the opposite end of the scal^ 
^^ 1852, the mercury was down to zero, occurring in Janu 
^^y — and in 1853, it stood at 9 degrees, occurring also in 
*^anuary. The greatest Barometric height, in 1852, was 
30.60— the least, 28.80; in 1853, the greatest, 30.56--the 
^^ast, 28.92. Of the Winds, they were from the North, 
^orth-east and North-west — hence cold— 183 days, half of 
tile year; from the South, South-east and South-west — 
"^^ce warm — 127 days; and from the east, 12 days; due 
^^st, 40 days. From the Land, 225 days, and from the 
^^ean, 136 days. The clear weather was during 187 days 
^^d the cloudy, &c., 178 days. This brief allusion will 
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suffice, perhaps, to call attention to the serviceable detail of 
the annual weather table, the contents of which are always 
of paramount interest in medico-philosophic inquiry. 



THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL TABLE OF MORTALITY. 

The extensive sheet presented in our Report, represent- 
ing the deceased of fifty years, is worthy of more than a 
passing glance, and will probably enlist the attention of 
the whole community. A desire to extend the usefulness 
of this Department, in aiding the public to provide the 
wisest measures for the preservation of a healthful condi- 
tion, has induced me to appropriate no inconsiderable time 
and assiduity to gather from the scanty and scattered Re- 
cords of the office, the material that forms this compre- 
hensive statement. The advent — the progress — the vari- 
ation and the tendency of disease, in its multiform aspect 
and influences, for a period so long as is here embraced, 
cannot be other than of essential importance in the study 
of sanitary science. 

Statistics, when mainly reliable, are uniformly admitted 
to possess a directing power in the aims of general utility; 
and thus considered, I deem their dissemination a duty to 
the public, and one which I have endeavored to perform to 
the best of my ability. 

It is scarcely required of me to enter into a thorough 
analytical survey of this vast surface of figures. In the 
running commentary bestowed upon the diseases of 1853, 
occasional notice has been taken of the mortuary remi- 
niscenses displayed in this extensive table. It contains 
matter sufficient for the profitable elaboration of volumes; 
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and thougli, to some extent, necessarily imperfect, owing 
to past municipal neglect and professional inattention; 
yet it bears upon its face the impress of oflBcial truthful- 
ness, and doubtless contains the main features of an accu-^ 
rate registration. 

It must suflSce here to state that the whole number of 
deaths reported, during the past fifty years, is 364,698 — 
males 198,432, females 166,266— excess of males, 32,166, 
or 19.35 per cent. — exceeding the proportion of males 
over females, in 1853, 2.56 per cent. The male mortality, 
therefore, during the last year, is under the half century 
estimate. 

A further examination into the detail of this highly in- 
teresting collection of facts and figures, I must leave to 
those who have the leisure and the disposition to enter 
upon the task. It is, unquestionably, a noble and worthy 
theme, and its evident bearing upon some of the daily les- 
sons in popular science, should lead the inquisitive mind 
to search deeply and assiduously into its well of resources. 
It occurs to me, however, that in orde.r to fully under- 
stand this statement, and thus avoid being misled into any 
extravagance of deduction or inconsistency of representa- 
tion, the reader should possess some additional knowledge 
of the character of its testimony. 

The Records do not appear to furnish, consecutively, any 
complete returns previous to 1804; and since then, so 
varied have been the modes of making up the annual state- 
ments, that the compilation and arrangement of these tables 
have been effected with much toil and difficulty. 

During some years, important diseases are omitted to be 
named; but such omission must not be deemed evidence of 



fr( 
Doc, No. 2.) 260 , 

their non-occurrence. They are included in some o^ 
classification, which, in some instances, is readily appa: 
from the variant disposition of the numbers reported. 

I have endeavored to preserve, as far as possible, 
original character of the Yearly Returns, and to pros 
them as they appear in the several sources from which t 
are derived; their want of uniformit}^, therefore, must 
:.ttributed to their imperfect condition. To render thi 
liowever, more intelligible, reference notes are append 
in explanation of some of the difficulties. i- 

It is not pretended that the functional representatioij 
free from error or objection; doubtless a fair idea is q 
veyed of the distinctive parts of the human system chid 
acted upon by the various diseases named; and that j 
perhaps, sufficient for all practical purposes. 

It must be observed, also, that for the larger portion 
the half century, the " bills of mortality" do not annoiiri 
all the dead. Interments were occasionally made beyoi 
the city, and, strange enough, no returns required; t 
number of which I have no knowledge. . 

A law, that had long been solicited and umvisely c 
ferred, was passed April 17,1843, prohibiting the remo\ 
of any deceased person from the city, without pcrmissL 
from the Inspector, under a heavy penalty. The ftri 
gency of this ordinance has since enabled the Departme 
to report pretty correctly, the decea:^^ed of this city. 

The following diagram is prepared, to show at a glani 
the Mortuary Track during the past fifty years, coiitaiiii] 
the total amount of each year, with some additional i 
formation interlined : 



rem year to year— representing each Annnal Total according to its 
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City Burials, — Interments within tlie city have now nearly 
ceased. Long Island and New Jersey contain numerous 
rural cemeteries, to whose extensive and beautifully 
adorned precincts, the dead of this city are conveyed for 
sepulture. The fame of " Greenwood'^ — the JVecropolis 
of New York — has extended throughout the wide world. It 
was the first effort of our citizens, in securing suitable de- 
positories for their remains, and providing for the perpetuity 
of their repose. Since then, numbers of others have arisen 
to notoriety — and among them may be named — " Cypress 
Hills/' ''Evergreens,'' ''Calvary," and "Mount Olivet," sit- 
uated also on Long Island; " JVew York Bay Cemetery" 
in New Jersey — and " Trinity" in the northern part of our 
own island, all of which exhibit a commendable- state of 
improvement, commensurate with their sacred utility. The 
subject of intra mt^raZ burial, after having undergone years 
of unnecessary discussion — for the impropriety of the mea- 
sure is too obvious to need the elucidation of serious argu- 
ment — has within the lapse of a limited period, become more 
thoroughly understood; and, at the present time, but few 
persons are unwilling, even when private interest might 
urge another course, to acknowledge that not an interment 
should be permitted within the defined limits of a populous 
city. 

The law of 1851, very wisely prohibits any burials 
below Eighty-sixth street, except in private vaults; and 
constructively, though improperly, as I conceive, in private 
graves. The cfTect of this^ approved measure, has, unques- 
tionably, been favorable to the health of all localities in 
immediate proximity to the numerous church-yard deposi- 
tories, hitherto permitted to be in daily usage. Another 
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effect, combining the useful with the ornamental, and thus 
favorably exhibiting the taste and pride of our citizens, 
greets the vision of all who, with profound feelings of 
respect for the memory of the departed, display a just ap- 
preciation of artistic elegance in their unqualified approval 
of the diversified arrangement so conspicuous in these ru- 
ral receptacles for the " last of earth." 

Pertinent to this subject, the daily transactions of this 
office furnish a statistical item. The law permits no dis- 
interments to be made without the sanction of the City 
Inspector and the Mayor — and during the past year, 5,846 
bodies, or their dust, have been exhumed and removed 
from the city. 

The law of 1843, before spoken of, rigidly guards the 
departure from the city of any deceased person; hence we 
are officially apprised of all who, having died out of the 
city, are passed through it to their final destination. The 
number thus transmitted during the past year was 540. 

In relation to the subject of Public Hygiene — or the pre- 
servation of health — it is not essential to specially discuss 
here its claims upon municipal action, or attention. In the 
discharge of my prerogative, I have so often to address 
the Common Council, that I can add but little to the mat- 
ter already communicated upon various occasions, when 
the necessity for legislation invoked the corporate au- 
thority. 

The lines of official cognizance in our City Govern- 
ment have always seemed to be loosely drawn. It ap- 
pears to be exceedingly difficult for the public to under- 
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stand the vocation of the several Departments; and, 
indeed it is not with any superabundant clearness that 
the heads, themselves, can at all times point out their 
own vaguely prescribed tracks. The consequent confusion 
of action cannot fail to be prejudicial to the public interests, 
as well as unjust in its tendency to implicate incognizable 
official trusts with the difficulties of other executive pro- 
vince. This Department has its field of operation chiefly 
upon private property, in contradistinction from public 
highways — and it is desirous to have this explicitly under- 
stood. The title of the (5Sicc is perhaps inappropriate, and 
scarcely defines its range of duties — when it should clearly 
indicate to the community, that its essential charge is the 
guardianship of the public health, and the registration of 
vital statistics. 

The " Ordinance organizing the Departments" is evi- 
dently too ambiguous to avoid misunderstanding, it at- 
tempts to define the position of each; but the provisions 
are so indefinitely described, that it is far from being 
marvellous that so many persons erroneously interpret the 
several purposes intended to bo fulfilled by the branches 
of our City Government. 

-« 
I have deemed this explanation necessary for two 

objects, one to properly direct those whose business is 
with this office — the other, to prevent any misconception 
of its legitimate duties and liabilities, and connecting them 
with those that have no possible relation with its acknow- 
ledged and proper functions. 

Directing your legislative attention to several leading 
subjects — such as the dumping grounds — in fact, to the 
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whole question of the night soil — the few remaining bone- 
boiling establishments— rthe manure heaps — sunken lots — 
cow stables — and spurious milk factories — relative to all 
of which I have repeatedly urged the efficient action of the 
Common Council, I trust that the time is at hand for an 
improved condition of the city in re^^ard to these obnoxious 
difficulties, if not their thorough removal from our midst, 
beyond the reach of further complaint. 

Respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS K. DOWNING, 

City Inspector. 
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